“doseph, son of David,
do not be afraid to
take Mary your wife

into your home.”

Matthew 1:20
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The Church of the Incarnation

544 Prospect Street
Wethersfield, CT 06109

Rev. James M. Moran
Pastor

Mrs. Noranne Wamester
Pastoral Associate
Director of Faith Formation

Mrs. Audrey Saharek
Pastoral Assistant

Toni Munoz
Sacristan

Mrs. Filomena Marinelli
Coordinator of Elementary Faith Formation Gr. K-6

Ms. Gina Burby
Coordinator of Middle School Faith Formation Gr. 7-12
Confirmation Coordinator

Mrs. Maggie Seaver
Youth Minister

Mrs. Marguerite Devitt
Faith Formation Secretary
Rectory Office Assistant

Mrs. Theodora Niver
Director of Music

Vanessa Crowley.............. Lorissa Heath
Rosanne Sweeney Gowdy................. Andrew Russo
Heather Picard..................... Gianna Bielenda
Cantors

Marguerite Heinimann
Rectory Assistant

Rectory Fax Church E-Mail

(860) 529-2533 (860) 721-6595 cincarnation@sbcglobal.net

Mass Schedule
Confessions on Saturdays from 3:30 - 4:15p.m.
Vigil Mass: Saturday at 5:00p.m.
Sunday Masses: 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Daily Mass: (Mon. - Fri.) 9:00 a.m.
Recitation of the Rosary before
9:00 a.m. daily Mass

Sacrament of Baptism
By previous appointment by calling the rectory.
Sundays at 12:30 p.m.
Celebrated in the Baptistry
of the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.

Weddings
Please contact a priest 6-10 months prior.

New Parishioners and Faith Formation Registration
The Church of the Incarnation
welcomes new parishioners.
All forms are available at the
main entrance of the church.
Please mail or place in the collection basket.
You may also visit our website for printable forms at:
www.thechurchoftheincarnation.com

Rectory Hours
9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Faith Formation Office Website address:
(860) 529-6765 www.thechurchoftheincarnation.com
gotellit] S@gmail.com
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NassiSchediile

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21ST
5:00pm—Paul D. & Christine Console
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22ND

8:30am—Anthony & Emelia Camilliere

10:30am—Michael & Marion Dellafera

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23RD
9:00am— Virginia Nesta
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24TH
9:00am— Fred & Joanne Lepore
CHRISTMAS EVE VIGIL MASSES
5:00pm—TFor all our parishioners
10:00pm-For all our parishioners
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25TH
CHRISTMAS MORNING MASSES
8:30am—For all our parishioners
10:30am-For all our parishioners
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26TH
9:00am— Sarah Ann Marie Privitera,
Myles Connolly Sr., Mark Rioux &
Nicholas Damato Jr. & Sr., & Carmelo
Privitera
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27TH
9:00am- John Robinson & Baby Sienna
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28TH
5:00pm—Tommaso & Maria Maccarone
and Roger & Gisele Cyr
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29TH
8:30am— Nicholas Russo
10:30am— Anthony W. Melillo

The Sanctuary Candle will burn from
12/23/2019-12/29/2019 in memory of !/} 2l |
Anthony W. Melillo. t

The Blessed Virgin Mary 8
Candle will burn from 12/23/2019— =3
12/29/2019 in memory of Fred &

Joanne Lepore.
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Thank vou to all who have supported our 2019
Annual Collection. Donations will be gratefully
received through 2019. Since the collection began
on the first wkd. of October, we have received
$96,700 towards our goal of $100,000. There are
envelopes at all the entrances.

Thank you to all who were so very
generous in their donations to our
21st Advent Giving Program S
Angel Tree..... Thank you to our Confirmation candi-
dates for helping in such a wonderful way to organize
the gifts. Thank you to the Carcia Family who brought
this ministry to our parish 21 years ago. God Bless you
for helping those less fortunate!

There is one collection on Christmas and it is for
our parish. This collection will be taken up at the
Christmas Eve Vigil & Christmas Morning Masses.

House of Bread collection this wkd. Coffee &
sugar needed. Thank you for your kindness all year!

RESPECT LIFE CORNER:
Prayer for December
Isaiah 9:5 "For a Child is born to us: upon His
shoulder dominion rests. They name Him Wonder-
Counselor-God Hero-Father- Forever, Prince of
Peace."

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He
gave us His only Son, so that everyone who be-
lieves in Him might not perish, but might have eter-
nal life."

Loving God, You are the Word made flesh. Let us
choose to live by Your counsel, so that all may see
Jesus living in us.

Attention parents: During Mass we request that chil-
dren would always be accompanied to the restrooms by a
parent/adult. Thank you!

We would like to thank all those who are a part
of our Incarnation Prayer Shawl Ministry. To
date over 3,500 shawls were donated. We are
grateful for this most beautiful ministry.
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FAITH FORMATION (GRADES K-6) C“"‘“e"‘”"“ Fomaton
Class Schedule information is also on O\Q
our website at: wﬁﬁ
www.thechurchoftheincarnation.com

Class Schedule:
Grade 1 & Little Lambs: Sat., Dec. 21, 8:30-9:45 am
All Grades resume classes
beginning the week of January 5, 2020.

All Classes Meet in Father Crawford Hall.
DECEMBER: KIDS’ CAFE COMMUNITY SERVICE OUT-
REACH:

A most gracious & astounding THANK YOU goes out to
ALL of our amazing and generous Faith Formation fami-
lies from Grades K-8 for contributing enough items to
fill more than 600 goodie bags for our friends at Kids’
Café. The staff and children will be exuberant when
they see all the fun-packed bags!
In addition, our Kids’ Café Mitten/Glove/Sock Christ-
mas tree is overflowing! Thank you for your generosity
during this Advent season and throughout the year.
God Bless You All! May the birth of the Infant Child
bring you peace and reign in your homes and hearts
throughout the year!

... CHILDREN'’S LITURGY OF THE WORD:

b s CLW will take place on Sunday, December 22 at
" the 10:30 a.m. Mass. In particular, we invite

ALL GRADE 1&4 STUDENTS AND LITTLE LAMBS

to attend. We hope ALL children from pre-school to
Grade 6 will attend this beautiful re-enactment of the
First Christmas. We thank our Catechists; Vanessa
Crowley, Trisha Pesce, and Aleeta Jeamel for preparing
this most special liturgy and play.

"5{ CLW CHILDREN'’S NATIVITY PLAY:
The Children’s Nativity Play will take
place on Sunday, December 22 at the
10:30 a.m. Mass. Children will attend the play

during Mass at Children’s Liturgy of the Word.

ALL PARISHIONERS INVITED and most welcome to
also enjoy the play immediately following 10:30 a.m.
Mass in Fr. Crawford Hall as the children will perform
once again for the adult community. Please come en-
joy a short variation of the Story of Christmas. Our Sec-
ond & Fourth Grade students will participate. Refresh-
ments served after performance.

S,

- gl‘!:

iy
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Let us go forth during this Advent Season to bring
LIGHT and HOPE to a world so hungry for God’s mess
age of love, peace and mercy!

Q

ye  iml

080, Middle School Faith Formation:
M Our next meeting will be held on
Tuesday, January 4th for all 7th/8th
grade boys and Wednesday, January Sth for all
7th/8th grade girls from 6:30-8 pm in Fr. Crawford
Hall.

—

Confirmation:

Our next meeting will be held Sunday, January 12"
from 3-6 pm for all students in the Fr. Crawford
Hall. We will be collecting non-perishable food
for the Wethersfield Food bank. An email will be
sent home with items most needed.

Merry Christmas to all families and facilitators.
May this season bring peace, joy, and happiness
to all who embrace this beautiful time of year.

Formation students stuff Christmas goodie bags. More than
600 bags were stuffed and donated for friends at Kids’ Cafe.
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PSALM PRAYER i A Please pray for an increase in vocations to the priest-
“We lift our hearts to the Lord.” }‘ 4 hood, & religious! If you want to proclaim the good

Psalm 24: The first line of Psalm 24

sets the stage for the coming of the Lord. Creation
has achieved its fullness and the world stands ready
to welcome its Firstborn. In St. Paul’s Letter to the
Galatians we hear of the “fullness of time,” the mo-
ment when heaven descended to earth, the moment
of Incarnation.

Joining with the psalmist we ascend the holy
mountain to witness this fullness. The one who as-
cends must be clean of heart, the psalmist contin-
ues. Itis the pure of heart who will see God. Jesus
has assured the multitudes on the Mount of Beati-
tudes, just as he assures us.

As we prepare to behold the manifestation of God-
with-us, Emmanuel, we look into our hearts for that
purity, that preparation that enables us to welcome
the Savior. With sinless hands and clean hearts we
stand “in this holy place” ready to receive a blessing
from the Lord. “Let the Lord enter; he is the king of

glory.”

Christmas Confessions will be offered on Monday,
December 23rd from 7-8pm. Fr. Mike Rogers will join Fr.
Moran and will also hear confessions in English, Spanish &
Italian.

Christmas Eve this year is Tuesday, December 24th. Dally
Mass will be held at 9am. =
Christmas Eve Tuesday Evening, December 24th
we will offer a Christmas Eve Vigil Mass at 5pm and
a Mass During The Night at 10pm. The Choir will
sing at 4pm prior to the Spm Mass.

PLEASE NOTE: There will be NO MIDNIGHT MASS.

Wednesday, December 25th, Christmas Morning Masses
will be held at 8:30am & 10:30am. Rectory will be closed on
December 25th. Emergency calls only please.

A Happy, Holy and Healthy Christmas to all from
Fr. Mor: ish staffl

Christmas Flowers: In your church packet of Nov/Dec.
collection envelopes you will find an envelope to provide
Christmas flowers in memory of loved ones. Kindly return it
before Christmas. Thank you.

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY
MOTHER OF GOD IS A HOLY DAY OF
OBLIGATION...A VIGIL MASS WILL BE HELD ON
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31ST AT 5:30PM.
MASSES ON WEDNESDAY,

JANUARY 1, 2020 WILL BE AT 9AM & 11AM.

news of Jesus Christ as a priest/religious, call Fr. Michael
Casey, Director of Vocations, Pastoral Center 860-761-
7456, e-mail vocations@aohct.org or visit the web at
www.hartfordpriest.com.

Vocations Holy Hour and Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament is celebrated at Incarnation Church every
Tuesday from 9:30-10:30am, Blessed Sacrament Chapel.
All are welcome as we pray for an increase in priestly
vocations, the success of our upcoming Archdiocesan
Synod, Affirming Life and reparation for the sin of cleri-
cal sexual abuse.

Prayer For Peace: Incarnation Church 30 minutes
prior to 9am Daily Mass.

Come, O Holy Spirit, & Renew the Face of the Earth!
Legion of Mary mtg. every Monday at 9:45am, Fr.
Crawford Hall, Incarnation Church. The object of the Le-
gion of Mary is the Glory of God through the holiness of
its members developed by prayer active co-operation in
Mary’s & the Church’s work.

The Mission of Dynamic: Dear Parishioners,

As we begin to prepare for our Dynamic Catholic Event Find
Your Greatness, | invite you to go to Dynamic Catholic.com
and scroll down to Our Mission. There you will view an in-
spiring 5 minute video with Matthew Kelly explaining the
mission of Dynamic Catholic. It will hopefully fill you with
enthusiasm as we enter into the preparation time.

Also, as you scroll up to the top of the site, please sign-up
for Best Advent Ever: "Join Matthew Kelly and the Dynamic
Catholic team for this free e-mail daily reflection that will
help you enjoy a few minutes of peace and prayer each day
during the hectic holidays." "Amazing Possibilities; God
sees them all. It's time you see them too." Blessings and
Peace, Noranne S. Wamester, Pastoral Associate and the
Members of the Dynamic Catholic Event Planning Team.

Prayers for home:

Fourth Week of Advent:
As the fourth candle is lit pray together: Giver
of peace and truth, we pray your blessing upon
our world. May the violence of war, hatred,
and oppression that destroys life come to an end through
means of peace, compassion, love, and true respect. Help
each of us to be your hands and voice to our world in
desperate need of your holy presence.
O God, as light comes from this candle, may the blessing of
Jesus Christ come into our world, warming our hearts and
brightening our way. May Christ our Savior bring life into
the darkness of this world, and to us, as we wait for his
coming. Amen.

Knights of Columbus Fr. James J. Gannon Council
4193 Weth., CT...Sece flyers at exits. Fundraiser......the

last Tuesday of each month if you eat at Bertucci’s on
the Berlin Turnpike in Newington, 15% of your order
will be donated to the Knights.
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TRUST IN GOD

On this final Sunday of Advent our scriptures focus
on the historical birth of Jesus, who is son of David and
Son of God, child and king, Jesus and Emmanuel.

Isaiah the prophet begs Ahaz to ask for a sign, to
allow God to offer him reassurance of the survival of the
Davidic dynasty. The king hypocritically refuses to
“tempt the LORD” in that way (Isaiah 7:12), but the
prophet foretells the birth of a son, an heir to the throne,
who will prove the Lord’s enduring protection of God’s
chosen lineage on the throne of David. The child will be
called Emmanuel.

Matthew’s reference to this history in his description
of the birth of Jesus highlights the contrast between the
faithless refusal of trust shown by Ahaz, and the com-
plete trust in God shown by Mary and Joseph in bringing
about the birth of Jesus Christ.

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — You will be given this sign: The vir-
gin shall conceive and bear a son (Isaiah 7:10-14).
Psalm — Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory

(Psalm 24).

Second Reading — God has called us to belong to Jesus
Christ (Romans 1:1-7).

Gospel — The son born of Mary shall be called Jesus, for
he will save his people from their sins (Matthew 1:18-24).

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14;
Lk 1:57-66

Tuesday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29;
Lk 1:67-79

Wednesday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29;
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25]
Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13; Ti 2:11-14;
Lk2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12;
Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6;
Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14]

Thursday:  Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab,
16bc, 17; Mt 10:17-22

Friday: 1Jn1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a, 2-8

Saturday:  1Jn 1:5—2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7cd-8; Mt 2:13-18

Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14; Ps 128:1-5;

Col 3:12-21 [12-17]; Mt 2:13-15, 19-23

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

Sunday: Fourth Sunday of Advent

Monday: St. John of Kanty; Hanukkah begins
Tuesday:  Vigil of Christmas

Wednesday: The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
Thursday:  St. Stephen;

Friday: St. John

Saturday:  The Holy Innocents

SAINT STEPHEN (first century)
December 26

“A man filled with faith and the Holy Spirit” (Acts
6:5): thus Luke introduces Stephen, first of seven dea-
cons chosen by the community for its ministry of chari-
ty, first to lay down his life in witness to Christ. As the
church’s first martyr, Stephen’s life and death mirror
the preaching and passion of Jesus, “the faithful wit-
ness” (Greek, martyr) (Revelation 1:5). Like Jesus, Ste-
phen works “great signs and wonders among the peo-
ple” (Acts 6:8). Like Jesus, when falsely accused, Ste-
phen’s face radiates angelic serenity (Acts 6:15), though
his tongue, like Jesus’, is a two-edged sword. As the
dying Jesus forgave his executioners, even making ex-
cuses for them, then commended his spirit into his Fa-
ther’s hands (Luke 23:34, 46), so Stephen intercedes for
his murderers and begs Jesus to receive his spirit (Acts
7:60, 59). How fruitful both passions! The penitent thief
inherits Paradise; Saul, who consented to Stephen’s kill-
ing, is transformed into the fearless preacher Paul. Thus
Stephen challenges us to bear witness not in words on-
ly, but by Christ-like forgiveness toward all.

Our parish Dynamic Catholic team wishes to thank
all who came to gather free gifts from Dynamic
Catholic. We receive books or CD's each month
because our parish belongs to the Ambassadors
Club. Our next gift to our parishioners is a copy of
Matthew Kelly's new book " Re-Discovering the
Saints." The books will be available for pick up in
Fr. Crawford Hall after all Masses the weekend of
December 21st & 22nd. This is another opportunity
to gift yourself, a family member, or a friend.

A Christmas Prayer from Dynamic Catholic
"If we can drag ourselves away from the
crazy, noisy, busy world and step into the
classroom of silence,
God will speak to us...
This Christmas may you hear
His invitation into the silence so that He can fill
your heart with peace
like you have never known.”

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 22, 2019
They shall name him Emmanuel,
which means “God is with us.”
— Matthew 1:23

Northwest Catholic High School Entrance Exam Sat.,
January 11 at 8 am. You can register for the exam online at
www.northwestcatholic.org/admissions. Walk-ins are wel-
come! Contact Andrew Selig at aselig@nwcath.org.
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