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Pastor’s Corner – June 12, 2022
Welcome to Christ the King Parish! Officially we are
now one faith community, encompassing all who
previously worshipped as St. Luke Parish in Hartford,
Sacred Heart Parish in Old Wethersfield, Corpus
Christi and Incarnation Parishes in Wethersfield. We
each bring unique gifts and talents to our new parish.
Together we are so much better than we were by
ourselves. Together we can accomplish so much more
than we ever could as individual parishes.
That was most evident in the wonderful Parish Picnic
we enjoyed on Sunday. Our Transition Team worked
with so many of you to make this a truly great event. I
was edified by the collaboration that made this a huge
success. It bodes well for us as a unified parish going
forward!
Last Sunday we celebrated the birthday of the church
on Pentecost. We prayed that the seven-fold gifts of
the Holy Spirit that Jesus sent upon the first Christians
so that they could continue to proclaim the Good
News through their lives, might come upon us so that
we, too, can continue to proclaim the Good News
through our lives!
Now that we are back in Ordinary Time, we set about
doing the work of the Lord within our community
here in Wethersfield.
(Next column)

You probably noticed the Word Art banner in the
sanctuary both in Incarnation and Corpus Christi
churches. It proclaims the characteristics that embody
parishioners of Christ the King Parish.
The words in largest fonts were those felt to be the
important aspects of our parish: God, Faithful, Welcoming, Joy, Charitable, Community, Love, Trust, Eucharist, Hope, Active, Church, Caring, Family, Unity,
and Forgiveness, were also frequently mentioned.
Worship, Future, Gospel, Gateway, Fellowship,
Nurturing, and Acceptance were included. Others felt
Acceptance, Comfort, Dynamic, Peace, Ministries,
Growth, Discipleship, Strength, Inspiring, Solidarity,
Singing, Gospel, Altar Sparkling, and Best were qualities they found in Christ the King Parish. Quite the
list. Quite the goal for us to strive toward.
My prayer is that we will allow the Holy Spirit to work
in and through us, as we continue to build Christ the
King Parish, perhaps, even adding to the disciples of
Jesus who continue his ministry through all the work
we do.
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Treasures From Our Tradition
Today’s feast, extending a dimension of Easter joy into
Ordinary Time, reminds us that every aspect of worship
centers on the mystery of God in three persons. At
baptism, we are initiated into Christ and the Spirit. The
Creed we recite at Mass every Sunday has its roots in the
ancient celebration of baptism, when a new believer was
questioned at the edge of the waters of the font with three
questions: Do you believe in God, the Father, the Son,
the Holy Spirit? Three questions, three affirmations, three
immersions into the saving waters. Because every liturgy
abounds with references to the Trinity, not only in words
but in blessings by the sign of the cross, this feast was not
easily accepted into the calendar. Pope Alexander in the
eleventh century remarked that the liturgy is so laden
with praise of the Trinity that there was no need for a
special feast. Two hundred years later, while in exile in
France, Pope John XXII proclaimed the feast, but it was
not until 1911 that Pope St. Pius X gave it status as a
solemnity.
A favorite image in art for today is the Icon of the
Trinity, showing three glorious winged men seated at a
table laden with bread and a cup of wine. It recalls
Abraham’s hospitality to angels and gives expression to
the inner life of God, a life lived in relationship, a life
poured out in abundance whenever Christians gather at
the table of the Eucharist to give praise to the Father, in
Christ, in the embrace of the Spirit.
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

GeĴing to Know the Trinity
As difficult as it is to understand the Holy Trinity, I am
amazed that Jesus even bothered to tell us about the
Father, the Spirit, and himself. As if his own life, his
teachings about God's love, his miracles, his death and
resurrection were not enough, he told us something
about God that we never would have imagined: There
are three Persons in one God. It is also something we
cannot completely comprehend. So instead of trying to
explain it, let's look at what it means for us believers.
One thing it shows is that God wants to be known by
us. Since theologians and spiritual writers have been
helping us do that for almost two thousand years, it
may not seem like a big deal. But in ancient times, people expected their gods to be mysterious and hidden.
Many cultures thought that you could control a spirit or
god if you knew its name. So knowing anything about
the inner life of a god would be huge. But our God is
the only God, whom no one can control. God sees us
not as a threat but as beloved children. Just as a couple
falling in love wants to know everything about each
other, so God wants to be known by those whom God
loves. That leads to my second point.
The Trinity also shows us that "God is love" (1 John
4:16) because the three Persons are united in one God.
The Persons of the Trinity already love each other perfectly, so God shares that love with us. God calls us to
be united in love with God and with each other. Remember that God knows us perfectly and still loves us.
How many of us would want another person to know
everything about us? Yet knowing our weaknesses and
our sins does not hurt God's love for us. On the contrary, our weaknesses allow God to help us by answering
our prayers or inspiring someone to come to our assistance. God permits us to sin, knowing that we can experience divine love in forgiveness. We may not be
able to grasp the full meaning of the Holy Trinity, but
knowing that God shares this with faithful people helps
us to love God even more.
Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.

Patience
Patience and the passage of time do more than strength
and fury.
—Jean de la Fontaine

Heaven Made
I have been made for heaven and heaven for me.
—St. Joseph Cafasso
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