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AS FOR ME AND MY HOUSEHOLD,
WE WILL SERVE THE LORD.

JOSHUA 24:15

WHOM SHOULD WE FOLLOW?

Today’s Gospel is the conclusion of the Bread of Life discourse in John. After Jesus’
continued insistence that he is the Bread of Life come down from heaven, and that his
words are “Spirit and life,” most of his disciples drift away. The Twelve, however, affirm
their faith in Jesus, whom Simon Peter professes to “have the words of eternal life.” In
the first reading, Joshua and the Israelites are preparing to enter the Promised Land, and
Joshua asks the people to decide which god they will follow, the Lorp their God, or the
gods of neighboring peoples. The Responsorial Psalm features Psalm 34, the “taste and
see” psalm, that reflects the kinds of struggles the Israelites faced during their sojourn
in the wilderness. In the second reading, Paul gives counsel for maintaining domestic
peace and happiness.

CROSSROADS IN LIFE, THEN AND NOW

Sometimes in life we find ourselves at a crossroads, faced with an existential choice that
will alter the course of our life. We are aware, at these moments, just how significant our
choice will be and that there will be no going back.

In both the first reading and the Gospel we see such moments calling people to make
such choices. Which god will the Israelites follow? Joshua, their leader after Moses,
knows that the area around the Promised Land is occupied by other peoples, with other
gods. Perhaps remembering how, after Moses had gone up Mount Sinai, the Israelites
set up a golden calf to worship, Joshua worries that they may again be susceptible to
such attractions. He is asking them for a commitment, and proclaims, “As for me and my
household, we will serve the Lorp.”

CAN WE STAY WITH JESUS?

The people who were frenetically following Jesus, crossing the lake twice to pursue him,
eating the bread he miraculously provided, are now puzzled by Jesus proclaiming himself
as “the bread of life,” and they are incredulous. They can go with him no farther, so they
gradually drift away. The Twelve, however, stay with Jesus. What else could they do?
Who else offers such a profound vision of human life? Peter expresses it well: “Master, to
whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.”

Not all of our life’s crossroads involve our faith, but some do. Perhaps there is someone
in your parish who chose to become Catholic and is now alienated from their family;
someone who is unhappy with a new pastor and wondering about looking for a different
parish; someone who was especially distressed by the clergy sex abuse and prayed long
and hard before deciding that she needed
her parish to get through it. There may be
many in your parish facing such choices,
and they need our support and our prayers.
In the meantime, we can hope that some-
day they will again experience Jesus as the
Holy One of God, offering them words of
eternal life.




The Church of the Incarnation

544 Prospect Street, Wetherstield, CT 06109

Rectory Phone New Church E-Mail Faith Formation (860) 529-6765
(860) 529-2533 incarnationrectory@gmail.com Filomena Marinelli’s E-Mail
Rectory Fax, Church Website Address lightthewayincarnation@gmail.com
(860) 721-6595 www.thechurchoftheincarnation.com Gina Burby’s E-Mail
Ginal 0272@gmail.com

®astor
Rev. James M. Moran

@astoral Associate
Director of Faith Formation

Mrs. Noranne Wamester
Gotellit]1 5@gmail.com

Pastoral Assistant
Mrs. Audrey Saharek

Sacristan
Toni Munoz

Coordinator Elementary Faith Formation Gr. K-6
Mrs. Filomena Marinelli

Coordinator Middle School Faith Formation Gr. 7-12

Confirmation Coordinator
Gina Burby

Director of Music
Mrs. Theodora Niver

Cantors

Vanessa Crowley.............. Lorissa Heath
Rosanne Sweeney Gowdy................. Andrew Russo
Heather Picard..................... Gianna Bielenda

Rectory Staff Assistant
Mrs. Marguerite Devitt
Rectory Assistant
Marguerite Heinimann

Mass Schedule

Confessions on Saturdays from 3:30 - 4:15pm
in Father Crawford Hall
Vigil Mass: Saturday at 5:00pm
Sunday Masses: 8:30 & 10:30 am
Daily Mass: (Mon. - Fri.) 9:00 am
Recitation of the Rosary for Peace before
9:00 am daily Mass

Sacrament of Baptism

By previous appointment by calling the rectory.
Sundays at 12:30 pm

Weddings

Please contact a priest 6-10 months prior.

New Parishioners - Faith Formation Registration
The Church of the Incarnation
welcomes new parishioners.
Forms are available at the
main entrance of the church.
Please mail or drop off at the rectory.
You may also visit our website for printable forms at:
www.thechurchoftheincarnation.com

Rectory Hours
9:00 am - 4:30 pm
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Saturday, August 21st

5:00pm— Enrico & Antoinetta Cieri
and Corinto, Adua & Giancarlo
DiGiacomo

Sunday, August 22nd

8:30am— Phyllis Discenza

10:30am— Leo DiLeone

Monday, August 23rd

9:00am— Elvira Hughes

Tuesday, August 24th

9:00am— Maria & Joseph Orsini & the
Deceased members of the Nicotera &
Orsini Families

Wednesday, August 25th

9:00am— For all our parishioners
Thursday, August 26th

9:00am— Rose Pavelka

Friday, August 27th

9:00am— Deceased members of the
Campitello Family

Saturday, August 28th
5:00pm— Vincent Ingenito
Sunday, August 29th
8:30am— Sebastiano LaRosa
10:30am— Francis L. Kinney

The Sanctuary Candle

will burn from 8/23/2021—
8/29/2021 in memory of
Hellmuth Heinimann, Domenica
Elisa Heinimann Torrance & the |,
Deceased members of the
Gurgigno Family.

The Blessed Virgin Mary Candle will
burn from 8/236/2021—8/29/2021 in
memory of Elvira Hughes.
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We ask parishioners to please notify the
rectory if you will be moving so that we
can update our records. Thank you!

We have recently restored our lovely statue
of The Blessed Virgin Mary. We ask your
cooperation in refraining from touching or
placing flowers or any items on Mary or on
her pedestal. These items often damage the
finish on Our Lady. Thank you so much!
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The people of HAITI under the missionary
work of Fr. Rick Frechette and Sean Forrest
are in need of prayers as they suffer the
devastating effects of the recent major earth-
quake and rainstorms.

¥ Jesus is the bread of life. Our
e i world still hungers. Who will feed
. /! the multitude? Consider a life of
AL ministry or encourage others to do
e S0. Pray for the men & women
who will serve your local church
as priests or religious. If you think you are
being called to serve the church call Fr. Mi-
chael Casey, Director of Vocations, Archdioc-
esan Pastoral Center, at phone number (860)
761-7457, or e-mail vocations@aohct.org or
visit the web at: www.hartfordpriest.com.
Please pray for an increase in vocations to the
priesthood, diaconate & religious.
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Our “Project Baby Love” collections will
not take place until further notice. We
thank our generous parishioners who have
supported this Ministry over the years! A
very special thank you to Diana Hamel who
began this initiative in our parish. Thank you
to all those who delivered the diapers &
wipes and to Greg and Cynthia Calegari for
their continued support!

We have some remaining 2022
MEMORIAL MASSES/SANCUARY/
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY CANDLES
AVAILABLE. To reserve a mass for a
loved one or friend call the rectory at
(860) 529-2533. Our weekday Mass offer-
ing is $10 & our weekend offering is $20.
Our Candle offering is $10.00.

Please notify the rectory if you have a
loved one who is terminally ill before it be-
comes an urgent matter. Father Moran
prefers to offer the Sacrament of the Sick
while your loved one is still able to under-
stand the Sacrament clearly.

Attention all parents/guardians: During
Mass we request that children would always
be accompanied to the restrooms by a parent
or adult.

F.Y.l: We have a CINTAS Professional
First Aid Cabinet available if an injury
occurs to a parishioner during Mass.
Please alert an usher to notify the Sacris-
tan of the injury. We have a disabled
restroom in the west corner of Fr. Craw-
ford Hall.

A WEDDING
?%m’ ﬁﬁj BANNS

Andrew O’Connor &
Sarah Veilleux

What is
The Hartford Bishops’ Foundation?

Founded in 2016, The Hartford Bishops’ Foundation (HBF)
is dedicated to engaging donors in helping the Archdiocese of
Hartford carry out the mission of the Catholic Church. The
independent Foundation is led by a volunteer Board of Direc-
tors representing the Archdiocese’s constituencies: parishes,
schools, and Catholic organizations. For more information,
please visit www.hartfordbishopsfoundation.org

What is Forward with Faith?

Forward with Faith (FWF) is a fundraising campaign
to build a vibrant community of faith in the parishes,
schools, and Catholic organizations. This vision will
help to fulfill the mission of our Church in the Archdio-
cese of Hartford: to be living signs of communion with
God and to be his instruments for redemption in the
world.

What are the objectives of
Forward with Faith?

Forward with Faith seeks to raise funds to support:

Vibrant Parishes: Half of all funds raised will help
the parishes meet their needs;

Educating to Re-ignite the Faith: by expanding and
strengthening learning for students, administrators,
teachers, clergy, and the faithful;

Champions in Service: by helping Catholic Chari-
ties with better facilities and new programs; and,

Innovation and Emerging Opportunities that pro-
mote long-lasting change, strengthen our schools
and parishes, and meet the evolving needs of the
community.
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DECISIONS

J ;Vf r Our There is an axiom that

S IEr states, “Not to decide is to decide.”

‘ This saying was popular in the tur-

bulent times of the Vietnam War. It urged us not
to allow others to answer the moral questions
raised by our nation’s involvement in that terrible
conflict, but to decide for ourselves. Making such
choices is never easy. Avoiding them is common.
Jesus, for his part, was not only a gallant risk-
taker, but a clear decision-maker. As he pursued
the mission to which the Father called him, he
continually decided for us and for the Father. He
worked hard to lay out a scenario that would ena-
ble others to make similar choices. Never did he
make decisions for others or force others into de-
cisions, even decisions that had eternal ramifica-
tions. Jesus is inviting us to make such decisions
today. We won’t be absolutely sure. What is sure,
however, is the command that issues from God’s
word: Take the risk. Decide!

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — Joshua challenges the Israelites
to serve either the Lord or other gods. They
choose the Lord (Joshua 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b).
Psalm — Taste and see the goodness of the Lord
(Psalm 34).

Second Reading — Paul reflects on how hus-
bands and wives should reverence and love each
other

(Ephesians 5:21-32 [2a, 25-32]).

Gospel — Master, to whom shall we go? You
have the words of eternal life (John 6:60-69).

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: 1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10; Ps 149:1b-6a,

Ob; Mt 23:13-22

Tuesday: Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-13, 17-18;
Jn 1:45-51

Wednesday: 1 Thes 2:9-13; Ps 139:7-12ab; Mt

23:27-32

Thursday: 1 Thes 3:7-13; Ps 90:3-5a, 12-14, 17;
Mt 24:42-51

Friday: 1 Thes 4:1-8; Ps 97:1, 2b, 5-6, 10-12;
Mt 25:1-13

Saturday: 1 Thes 4:9-11; Ps 98:1, 7-9; Mt 25:14

-30

Sunday: Dt 4:1-2, 6-8; Ps 15:2-5; Jas 1:17-18,
21b-22, 27; Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

Sunday: Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday: St. Rose of Lima

Tuesday: St. Bartholomew

Wednesday: St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz

Friday: St. Monica

Saturday: St. Augustine

FEAST OF FAITH

Come, Spirit!

The presider at the Eucharist can choose from
among a number of different Eucharistic Prayers, all of
which follow a similar pattern. Almost always, they
begin with an epiclesis, a Greek word that means
“invocation upon” or “calling over here.” At this mo-
ment in the prayer, the priest calls down the Holy Spirit
upon the gifts of bread and wine that we have brought
to the altar: “Father, we bring you these gifts. We ask
you to make them holy by the power of your Spirit,
that they may become the body and blood of your
Son” (Eucharistic Prayer I1I). The words of the prayer
are accompanied by the ritual gesture of the laying on
of hands, the ancient sign of the gift of the Spirit,
which is also used in most sacramental celebrations,
from the rite of confirmation to the ordination of dea-
cons, priests, and bishops. Liturgists sometimes call
this first epiclesis the epiclesis of consecration. Later in
the Eucharistic Prayer, there will be another epiclesis,
the epiclesis of communion, as the priest asks that the
Holy Spirit be sent upon us to transform us. “Grant that
we, who are nourished by his body and blood, may be
filled with his Holy Spirit, and become one body, one
spirit in Christ” (Eucharistic Prayer III).

© J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 22, 2021
As for me and my household,
we will serve the LORD.
— Joshua 24:15b

BLESSED
If you have sight, you are blessed. If you have
insight, you are a thousand times blessed.

—Anonymous
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Attention Pro-Lifers!! If you wish to help the endangered Unborn in the most effica-
cious and easy way possible. Please join us to pray the Holy Rosary on the second and/or
third Saturdays of each month at Planned Parenthood, 1030 New Britain Avenue, West
Hartford, CT at 9am. Parking available in the fast track lot on New Park Avenue around
the corner. Questions? Call Laura Alasso at (860) 416-2129.

A message from the Archdiocese of Hartford: Due to a further threat of the spread
of COVID-19, the archdiocese is recommending but not requiring the wearing of masks in
church to everyone at this point. Thank you.

JOIN US! for THE ANNUAL ARCHDIOCECAN RESPECT LIFE MASS TO BE
celebrated by Archbishop Leonard P. Blair, Archbishop of Hartford on SUNDAY, OCTO-
BER 3, 2021 AT 2P.M. at ST. BRIDGET CHURCH, CHESHIRE, CT. Archbishop Blair
will present the St. Gianna Beretta Molla Award which is given to persons who have
demonstrated a strong commitment to the protection of all human life.

RACHEL'S VINEYARD RETREAT WEEKENDS....FOR HEALING AFTER
ABORTION

If you are suffering from an abortion, experience the healing love of Jesus Christ on a
Rachel's Vineyard Retreat weekend October 29 - 31, 2021 in Farmington, CT. The week-
end healing process includes discussions, Living Scriptures with meditations, the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation, a Memorial Service and Mass of Entrustment. Participation is to-
tally confidential and offers a beautiful opportunity to experience God's love, forgiveness
and compassion. Both women and men have participated in past retreats and have ranged
in age from teens to mid-eighties. The fee for the weekend is $175.00 for meals, private
room and all retreat materials. Scholarships are available for financial assistance. For
more information contact Marie at 203-631-9030.

Encounter Jesus in Sacred Scripture!
Not every Christian disciple “gets” the Bible. So why is it considered God’s sacred
Word? Because Sacred Scripture is indispensable for knowing Jesus! The Archdioce-
san Catholic Biblical School can help you engage the Bible in ways that will deepen
your relationship with God. In-person, virtual and hybrid classes available: In-person
classes at Saint Aloysius, Southington & Saint Gianna, West Hartford. Virtual classes as
well! Hybrid classes can be set up in your area - Enroll now to start on 9/11
at: www.CatholicEdAAOHCT.org or catholic.biblical.school@aohct.org (860)242-5573, x
2679.
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= INCARNATION FAITH FORMATION
TORMATION SUMMER PRAYER CORNER
Loving God, we ask you for your continued blessings and protection for our
A;‘;g:;ﬁ family as we enjoy the relaxing days of summer. We thank you for giving us
— the gift of the summer season with its warm sun and gentle breezes that re-
mind us of your radiance and love. Be present with us as we share special
family time together laughing, talking, playmg, eating, and praying. Let us remember the im-
portance and gift of family that you have given us as we cherish one another. Let us praise
you and your creation in all the beauty that surrounds the season — in the splashing ocean
waves, in the warm summer sand, in the lush green grasses and mountains, on the lakes and
rivers, in the fresh vegetables and fruits that abound, and in all the wonder of nature that we
experience during this time. We thank you and praise you for the gifts of life, family, and your
unending graces and love. Amen.
Church of the Incarnation Faith Formation
Faith Formation Registration for the 2021-2022 academic year for families in Grades K-9 will
take place shortly. Look for email notifications and more detailed information coming your
way shortly for options beginning this fall. All registration will take place on-line via our
website at: www.thechurchoftheincarnation.com

Church of the Incarnation Parishioners: For your information: In order to comply with
the new regulations from our church envelope company, we ask parishioners to PLEASE
refrain from cutting, taping, stapling or putting any stickers on their envelopes. This makes it
much more difficult for the machines to process our church envelopes. Thank you!
INCARNATION WOMEN’S CLUB UPDATE: The Women’s Club will resume General
Meetings in October. The membership mailing will be sent out in early September and include
information about club activities planned for the remainder of the year.

East Catholic High School : East is open throughout the summer Mon. - Thurs. 8 am -
2:30 pm and continuing with accepting applications for incoming freshmen, as well as trans-
fer students. Please check us out on www.echs.com or call 860-649-5336, ext., 6238 or 6456.
The Jubilee House, a program of the House of Bread, is looking for volunteers to assist
with teaching English to adult immigrant and refugee population in Hartford. Please join us
for our next session of the ESOL program which will begin in mid-Sept. - Mon. through
Thurs., 9:30-11:30 am. We ask for a 2-hour commitment from our volunteers one or more
days per week. The Jubilee House is at 40 Clifford Street in Hartford (former St. Augustine
School convent). Call Michele at (860)247-3030, ext. 1048 for more information.

The Year of Saint Joseph: In December 2020, Pope Francis declared 2020-2021 the Year
of Joseph, thus celebrating the 150th anniversary of the proclamation of St. Joseph as Protec-
tor of the Universal Church. Marking the occasion, the Pope issued the apostolic letter “Patris
Corde” (With a Father’s Heart) in which he lovingly reflects on St. Joseph as a beloved, car-
ing, obedient, accepting, creatively courageous working father, and a father in the shadows.
An opportunity to delve into the richness of the Pope’s letter will be offered at Christ the King
Parish on 8 Wednesdays from September 8th to October 27th. Sessions will be held at 1:30 p.m.

(Group 1) and at 7:00 p.m. (Group 2). Call Sister Mary Bernard (Shanley) at: marybshanley-
csj@hotmail.com.
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