


Readings for the Week 
Monday:  Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13b;  
 Jn 4:43-54 
 

Tuesday:  Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9;  
 Jn 5:1-16 
 

Wednesday:  Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18; 
 Jn 5:17-30 
 

Thursday:  Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-23; Jn 5:31-47 
 

Friday:  2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5,  
 27, 29; Rm 4:13:16-18, 22; Mt 1:16,  
 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a 
 

Saturday:  Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-12;  
 Jn 7:40-53 
 

Sunday:  Jer 31:31-34; Ps 51:3-4, 12-15;  
 Heb 5:7-9; Jn 12:20-33 
 Alternate readings (Year A):  
 Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-8; Rom 8:8-11;  
 Jn 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45] 

God’s Mercy 

Today’s reading from the second book of Chronicles 
contains a sort of “mini-history” of Israel. It highlights 
God’s mercies in choosing Cyrus the Persian to be an 
instrument of deliverance when the people were in 
captivity in Babylon. Despite their sinfulness and the 
deserved punishment they were undergoing, God’s mercy 
was lavished on the people in the form of a miraculous act 
of liberation. 
The Letter to the Ephesians, in much more theological 
terms, gives a similar account of a God “who brought us 
to life with Christ—by grace you have been saved.” The 
author stresses that it was when we were “dead in our 
transgressions” that God saved us, an act of pure grace. 
He emphasizes that it is not our own efforts that freed us 
from sin (“this is not from you”); rather, “it is the gift of 
God.” This, of course, is the heart of the entire Pauline 
corpus, that salvation comes to us by faith in God’s 
mercy, revealed in the death of Jesus. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Today’s Readings  
First Reading — The wrath and the mercy of the Lord 
are revealed in the exile and liberation of the chosen 
people (2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23) or 1 Samuel 16: 
1b, 6-7, 10-13a. 
Psalm — Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you! 
(Psalm 137) or Psalm 23. 
Second Reading — By grace you have been saved 
(Ephesians 2:4-10) or Ephesians 5:8-14. 
Gospel — The Son was sent by God so that the world 
might be saved through him (John 3:14-21) or John 9:1-
41 [1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38]. 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary 
for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in 
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Saints and Special Observances 

Sunday:  Fourth Sunday of Lent; Second Scrutiny; 
  Daylight Saving Time begins 
Wednesday:  St. Patrick 
Thursday:  St. Cyril of Jerusalem 
Friday:  St. Joseph; Abstinence 
Saturday:  Spring begins 

Feast of Faith 

Lent, a Season of the Word 
Each year on the First Sunday of Lent we hear one of the 
Gospel accounts of the temptation of Jesus. In Luke’s 
account, the devil cites the scriptures repeatedly, urging 
Jesus to interpret them in a false, self-serving way—if 
God sends angels to protect those whom God loves (as it 
says in Psalm 91), then prove it! But Jesus resists this 
insidious temptation by turning to scripture passages that 
tell of right relationship with God—living by God’s word, 
trusting in God, and worshiping God alone. 
Jesus himself listened to the inspired word of God and let 
it shape and form him. Through the liturgy, we do the 
same. The readings we hear at Mass can teach us, but that 
is not their primary function. Rather, the scriptures are 
meant to reveal the Lord to us, to let us experience his 
presence, and to form us in our Christian identity. Christ’s 
presence is realized by his spoken word, “since it is he 
himself who speaks when the Holy Scriptures are read in 
the Church” (Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, 7). In 
the readings proclaimed at Mass, we hear the voice of 
Christ himself. 
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



Treasures From Our Tradition  
Over the years, our tradition has come to see this Sunday as a transition, a midpoint, an oasis in the middle of 
six long weeks of preparation for Easter. The key is the Latin word Laetare, or “Rejoice,” which was for 
centuries the first word sung in the Mass for this Sunday. In southern Europe, the first roses of springtime are 
appearing now, and there used to be a custom of honoring those to be baptized at Easter with roses on this 
Sunday. Long ago, this was also seen as a day for celebrating the ordination of priests. Many parishes retain 
the custom of using rose-colored vestments on this day. Normally flowers are banned from worship in the 
restrained season of Lent, but here, midway, these signposts of festivity pointing to the renewal of Easter 
springtime sometimes make a quiet appearance. A project for today would be to plant a few paperwhite or 
narcissus bulbs in a water bowl filled with river rocks. Like those elect who will soon be bathed in baptismal 
waters, they will come to full stature in the Easter season. 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
March 14, 2021 

God did not send his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, 

but that the world might be saved  
through him. 

                                                                —John 3:17 

Saying, Doing, or Being? 

 
St. Paul tells us in his letter to the Ephesians that we are saved through grace: God's actions of sending 
his Son to die for us, and raising Jesus from the dead show the love God has for us. It comes entirely 
from God. We are saved by our faith in Jesus, but even that faith comes from God. So when Paul says 
that no one can boast about being saved, he means that we can't add up our good deeds like reward 
points for heaven. He also means that we can't brag about our faith because we can recite the creed or 
answer an altar call. So if being saved is not a matter of saying the right things, or doing good deeds, 
what is it? 
 
The answer comes from the gospel. Jesus tells us that he will be lifted up, or crucified, so that we can 
believe in him and have eternal life. Notice he doesn't give a list of facts about God that we are re-
quired to believe. When we "believe in" someone, we put our love and trust in that person. We want to 
be with that person as much as we can. We know that we are loved and so respond by giving love. 
Our response of love is not just a happy feeling. It inspires us to stop being selfish and start noticing 
that others need our help. Jesus describes it as living in the light: we are not ashamed to help someone, 
forgive someone, or comfort someone. While we do not force our faith on others, we don't hide it ei-
ther. Our life is in the light, open to anyone who wants to see what God has done for us. 
 
That brings us back to the question about salvation: it is not something we do or say. It is what God 
does for us. Our response of faith is also his gift. So when we recognize all that God has done for us 
and believe in his Son Jesus, the Spirit will guide us to live that faith and share it with others. 
 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 
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Graver’s Tree
Care

Removals • Pruning
Tree Maintenance

Bruce Graver Wethersfield
Licensed Tree Surgeon 563-6581
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FUNERAL HOME
34 Beaver Rd.,
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563-9999
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FUNERAL HOME
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for Excellence
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Rose Hill Funeral Home
&

Rose Hill Memorial Park
Providing compassionate and

caring service.
We welcome you to visit our

newly remodeled facility
pre-need planning available

580 Elm Street
Rocky Hill, CT 06067

(860) 529-3381

Dillon-Baxter Funeral Home
1276 Berlin Turnpike

Wethersfield
Since 1880 • 956-1149

KENNY, BRIMMER & MAHONEY, LLC
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

RICHARD C. MAHONEY, SHANNON K. MCCARTHY 
TERESA CAPALBO, SEAN P. CLARK,

JOSEPH A. HOURIHAN, WILLIAM S. SHAPIRO, VALDIS VINKELS
78 Beaver Rd., Ste. 2G, Wethersfield         (860) 527-4226

www.kennybrimmer.com

www.sciwindows.com

                                                     
                                                 Email: steve@sciwindows.com
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FULLY INSURED
(LIC. # 555050)

Replacement Windows • Roofing
Retractable Awnings  • Vinyl Siding

Andrea Autorino, D.V.M.
Katherine Lavery, D.V.M.

Taryn Pina, D.V.M.
529-0668

www.doubleavet.com106 Nott St., Wethersfield

MULL BROS. OIL
HEATING & COOLING

529-82555 555

M.A.O. ELECTRIC
Residential • Commercial

Michael A. Orsini
721-9009

Licensed & Insured          CT#183694

LEO’S PIZZA
Est. 1975

Wethersfield’s Oldest Pizzeria
10% DISCOUNT W/AD

(860) 563-8144 689 Woolcott Hill Rd.
WETHERSFIELD
MONUMENT CO.

526 Silas Deane Hwy. 
Wethersfield, CT 06109

(860) 372-4020
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& Service 
Matter

Specializing in

Fine Italian American Foods
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1932

675 Wolcott Hill Road, Wethersfield • (860) 785-8998
www.DandDMarket.com

Family Owned and Operated 
Serving the Greater Hartford Area

Site Work • Trucking • Excavating
Drainage • Hydroseeding
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        Atty. Nancy W. Tonucci
Brown Paindiris & Scott, LLP

Elder Law, Wills, Estates
750 Old Main Street

Rocky Hill, CT 06067
(860) 571-8988

ntonucci@bpslawyers.com

License #: HCA 0001048

Polish Caregivers Offering Home Care for Seniors
Anna Wilbik | 860-560-6116

www.nutmeghomeassistance.com

NON-MEDICAL HOME CARE AGENCY
www.caregivenathome.com • 860-521-5888

924 Farmington Ave. Suite 105, West Hartford, CT 06107

Dr. Gary Toubman | Dr. Zachary Korwin
Laurie Ganem, RDH
Nancy Critelli, RDH

Arleta Sadil, RDH
Tracy Motta, RDH

Come see why we have
over 250 5-star Google Reviews!
WE ACCEPT MOST INSURANCES!

860.667.2600
112 Market Square | Newington, CT 06111

www.newingtonctdentist.com

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.
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