Saint Rose Philippine Duchesne (1769-1852)
November 18
Pope Benedict once declared himself struck by how remarkably diverse our American saints are—some native
born: Mother Seton, Katherine Drexel, Kateri Tekakwitha;
most, like many Catholics today, immigrants: Padre Serra,
Bishop Neumann, Mother Cabrini, Rose Philippine Duchesne. When the French Revolution that dispersed her convent ended, Rose joined the Religious of the Sacred Heart,
volunteering for their United States mission, opening the
first free school west of the Mississippi. Only after lengthy
service as Superior did Rose—now seventy-one—realize
her life’s dream, undertaking a mission among the Potawatomi Indians. When some worried about her advanced
age and failing health, the Jesuit mission leader overruled
them: “She must come! She may not be able to do much
work, but she’ll bring the mission success by praying for
us!” Frustrated by her inability to learn their languages,
Rose nevertheless “spoke” to the Native Americans by her
prayerful presence before the tabernacle. “Quah-kah-kanum-ad,” they named her, “Woman-Who-PraysAlways”—their way of bestowing the title the Church
would later make official: saint!

Readings for the Week
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:

Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 18:35-43
Rv 3:1-6, 14-22; Ps 15:2-5; Lk 19:1-10
Rv 4:1-11; Ps 150:1b-6; Lk 19:11-28, or
(for the memorial of the Dedication)
Acts 28:11-16, 30-31; Ps 98:1-6;
Mt 14:22-33
Rv 5:1-10; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lk 19:41-44
Rv 10:8-11; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111,
131; Lk 19:45-48
Rv 11:4-12; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10;
Lk 20:27-40
Ez 34:11-12, 15-17; Ps 23:1-3, 5-6;
1 Cor 15:20-26, 28; Mt 25:31-46

—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Change Our Lives
The letters of Paul to the Thessalonians are among his earliest writings, and are driven by his belief and the belief of
the entire early Christian community that the return of
Christ was imminent, and that devoting time or attention to
anything else was foolish.
As time progressed, this fervor subsided a bit. Today we
may wonder, when we hear these readings about the coming end-times, if we should take them to heart, if we really
believe that Christ still may come upon us as a “thief at
night” (1 Thessalonians 5:2). Does this mean that we are to
stop our long-range goal-setting, get rid of our yearly calendars and planners, or stop putting money in the college
education fund? Of course not. What it does mean is that
we need to change our lives, living like children of the
light and illuminating the world around us with the light of
the gospel. Then, on that day, when the details of our daily
living become unimportant, we will be ready to find our
peace and security in Christ Jesus.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Saints and Special Observances
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Saturday:

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Margaret of Scotland; St. Gertrude
St. Elizabeth of Hungary
Dedication of the Basilicas of Ss. Peter
and Paul; St. Rose Philippine Duchesne
The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin
Mary

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
November 15, 2020
Blessed are you who fear the LORD.
— Psalm 128:1a

Treasures from Our Tradition
New religious faith gives fresh lenses for viewing human customs, and the wisdom to transform them. In the ancient
world, the Romans feared the dead. Funeral customs were designed to hasten the departure of souls to the next world.
Cremation was the rule, although burial increased in popularity in the second century. Procession from the place of death
to the place of cremation or burial was the most important part of the funeral. Those who carried the funeral bier carried
it low, close to the ground, to promote the soul’s departure to the nether world.
Christians, on the other hand, did not fear the dead, but cherished them as they consigned them to Christ’s love and protection. Gradually, they began to reject customs rooted in fear. Christians carried their dead to their resting places singing, with the bier carried high, away from the ground and toward the heavens. For the Christian, the grave was a sign of
hope and a place of remembrance. Superstitious Romans feared burial places, and so the Christians cherished them as
places of remembrance and prayer, and in time, even celebrated the Eucharist there. In November, many of us visit the
cemetery for prayer and the autumn clean-up. By cherishing our dead, we are responding in faith to a vital part of our
Christian tradition.
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

P

aul Harvey was a popular radio broadcaster with a
daily program during which he would relate a historical anecdote, but it would have a twist at the
end, and then he would intone “and now you
know the rest of the story.” Our scriptures today are like
that. We await the coming Christ as the readings describe
for us how to be good servants, but they give us a limited
picture. The famous Proverbs passage, “The Valiant Wife”
is edited down from the full selection (31:10–31) to just a
few verses. Take a couple moments to explore the fuller
selection. Psalm 128 proclaims, “Blessed are those who
fear the Lord,” but in this context “fear” doesn’t mean
dread and trepidation. Rather, this kind
of fear means “to show awe,” and there
are wonderful promises made to those
who do. The letter to the Thessalonians
continues the call to be alert, and Matthew shows us various ways that people might respond to God in the parable of the talents. The
Gospel is presented in long and shortened versions; be sure
to read the whole thing so you can get “the rest of the story.”

master knew each one, and already had an idea of their capabilities. They were not given explicit instructions like
“put this in the bank” or “invest this in your portfolio” or
“take piano lessons.” Rather, we are told that the goods
were divided unequally. One received five, one received
two, and the last received one.

BEAR MUCH FRUIT
When the head of the household returned, the outcomes
were just as varied as we and our responses might be. Some
people are multitalented, and capable of accomplishing
many great things, like the servant who turned five into ten.
Others may be more inclined to do one
or two things very well and may excel
in them. Still, there are some who may
struggle in life, and their accomplishments are very small. But those who
made use of their gifts were praised
and told, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” When it
came to the second coming, the return of their master, they
both made some effort. The only one in whom the head of
household showed any disappointment was the one who
made absolutely no effort, the one who was frozen by fear
or indifference. As we journey toward the kingdom, there
REMAIN IN ME
In the story of the talents, the head of the household leaves are not always clear instructions. We are simply asked to
the servants “talents” or money, which they are expected to try, to give it our best effort. There is nothing in the passage to say that these servants didn’t make mistakes along
foster and develop during the leader’s absence. Today we
think of talent as an innate ability or a skill. It is interesting the way, but their master saw them and loved and praised
them for their actions, their attempts, as God will do with
that they were distributed “according to ability,” which
us. And now you know the rest of the story.
would express a certain intimacy as we realize that the

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness, for that
day to overtake you like a thief. For all of you are children
of the light and children of the day. We are not of the night
or of darkness. Therefore, let us not sleep as the rest do, but
let us stay alert and sober.

Reading 1
Prv 31:10–13, 19–20, 30–31

Gospel
Mt 25:14–30 or 25:14–15, 19–21

Sunday Readings
November 15, 2020

When one finds a worthy wife,
her value is far beyond pearls.
Her husband, entrusting his heart to her,
has an unfailing prize.
She brings him good, and not evil,
all the days of her life.
She obtains wool and flax
and works with loving hands.
She puts her hands to the distaff,
and her fingers ply the spindle.
She reaches out her hands to the poor,
and extends her arms to the needy.
Charm is deceptive and beauty fleeting;
the woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.
Give her a reward for her labors,
and let her works praise her at the city gates.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 128:1–2, 3, 4–5
R. (cf. 1a) Blessed are those who fear the Lord.
Blessed are you who fear the LORD,
who walk in his ways!
For you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork;
blessed shall you be, and favored.
R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord.
Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine
in the recesses of your home;
Your children like olive plants
around your table.
R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord.
Behold, thus is the man blessed
who fears the LORD.
The LORD bless you from Zion:
may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem
all the days of your life.
R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord.

Reading 2
1 Thes 5:1–6
Concerning times and seasons, brothers and sisters, you
have no need for anything to be written to you. For you
yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will
come like a thief at night. When people are saying, “Peace
and security,” then sudden disaster comes upon them, like
labor pains upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.

In the shorter form of the reading, the passages in brackets
are omitted.
Jesus told his disciples this parable: “A man going on a
journey called in his servants and entrusted his possessions
to them. To one he gave five talents; to another, two; to a
third, one—to each according to his ability. Then he went
away. [ Immediately the one who received five talents went
and traded with them, and made another five. Likewise, the
one who received two made another two. But the man who
received one went off and dug a hole in the ground and
buried his master’s money. ]
“After a long time the master of those servants came back
and settled accounts with them. The one who had received
five talents came forward bringing the additional five. He
said, ‘Master, you gave me five talents. See, I have made
five more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, my good
and faithful servant. Since you were faithful in small matters, I will give you great responsibilities. Come, share your
master’s joy.’ [ Then the one who had received two talents
also came forward and said, ‘Master, you gave me two talents. See, I have made two more.’ His master said to him,
‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. Since you were
faithful in small matters, I will give you great responsibilities. Come, share your master’s joy.’ Then the one who had
received the one talent came forward and said, ‘Master, I
knew you were a demanding person, harvesting where you
did not plant and gathering where you did not scatter; so
out of fear I went off and buried your talent in the ground.
Here it is back.’ His master said to him in reply, ‘You
wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I
did not plant and gather where I did not scatter? Should you
not then have put my money in the bank so that I could
have got it back with interest on my return? Now then!
Take the talent from him and give it to the one with ten.
For to everyone who has, more will be given and he will
grow rich; but from the one who has not, even what he has
will be taken away. And throw this useless servant into the
darkness outside, where there will be wailing and grinding
of teeth.’ ” ]
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001,
1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. No
portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner. The English
translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Prayer of the Faithful

We come before the Lord bearing the responsibility given us in
our baptism, lifting our voices in prayer for the needs of the
world.
For Pope Francis and all Church leaders to keep us alert to
the signs of the coming of the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
For peoples of every nation to learn to use their gifts, talents,
and treasures for the benefit of all, especially for those who are
poor and without hope, let us pray to the Lord.
For our parish community, that we may be productive stewards
of the gifts given to us, let us pray to the Lord.
For faithful women who share their talents so generously in
this community, let us pray to the Lord.
For those who are without shelter, that as the weather turns
colder they may find comfort and warmth through the work of
our community of faith, let us pray to the Lord.
For all those who are sick, for all who suffer from COVID-19,
and for all who have died, especially N., N., and N., let us pray
to the Lord.
For the unspoken prayers of our hearts, that they may be united with those of our patron N., and all the saints in light, let us
pray to the Lord.
Hear the prayer of your people,
O gracious and generous God.
May we reach out our hands to the poor,
extend our arms to the needy,
and bring your reign to the whole world,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

Giuliano-Sagarino

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in
Your Will.

Nationally Recognized
for Excellence

BROOKLAWN
FUNERAL HOME
Luke DiMaria
511 Brook Street • Rocky Hill

For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

721-0087

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!

FUNERAL CHAPEL

$19.

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

Wethersfield
East Hartford

CALL NOW!

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

563-6117
www.sciwindows.com

Replacement Windows • Roofing
Retractable Awnings • Vinyl Siding

Tracking w/Fall Detection
800.809.3352 GPSNationwide,
No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

Graver’s Tree
Care

FULLY INSURED
(LIC. # 555050)

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

(CST 2117990-70)

D’ESOPO

✔Ambulance 24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Police
FREE Shipping
Solutions as Low as
✔Fire
95
✔Friends/Family FREE Activation
a month
NO Long Term Contracts

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Removals • Pruning
Tree Maintenance

Email: steve@sciwindows.com

860-568-2063

Fax: 860-568-5419

MULL BROS. OIL
HEATING & COOLING

529-8255

Bruce Graver

Wethersfield
563-6581

Licensed Tree Surgeon

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS
• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!
• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available
• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

DO GOOD! MAKE A

www.jspaluch.com

POSITIVE IMPACT!

EARN MONEY!

Medical Alert System

on an ADVERTISED mattress

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?

Family Owned and Operated
Serving the Greater Hartford Area

Site Work • Trucking • Excavating
Drainage • Hydroseeding

860-666-1503

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term
Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self
Installation

Call Today!
Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

FARLEY SULLIVAN

The Most Complete Online National
Directory of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!
356900 Incarnation Church (B)

FUNERAL HOME
34 Beaver Rd.,
Wethersfield
563-9999
50 Naubuc Ave.,
Glastonbury, CT
633-2521
www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263

Dillon-Baxter Funeral Home

LEO’S PIZZA
Est. 1975

1276 Berlin Turnpike
Wethersfield
Since 1880 • 956-1149

Wethersfield’s Oldest Pizzeria
10% DISCOUNT W/AD

(860) 563-8144

Specializing in

Fine Italian American Foods

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1932

675 Wolcott Hill Road, Wethersfield • (860) 785-8998

www.DandDMarket.com

A Place
Where
Quality
& Service
Matter

Rose Hill Funeral Home
&
Rose Hill Memorial Park

689 Woolcott Hill Rd.

WETHERSFIELD
MONUMENT CO.
526 Silas Deane Hwy.
Wethersfield, CT 06109

(860) 372-4020
“Thank You Ad” and Present It
✂ThePleaseNextCutTimeOutYouThisPatronize
One of Our Advertisers

Providing compassionate and
caring service.
We welcome you to visit our
newly remodeled facility
pre-need planning available

580 Elm Street
Rocky Hill, CT 06067
(860) 529-3381

Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business because of it!

KENNY, BRIMMER & MAHONEY, LLC

CESAR’S
FOREIGN CAR

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

RICHARD C. MAHONEY, SHANNON K. MCCARTHY
TERESA CAPALBO, SEAN P. CLARK,
JOSEPH A. HOURIHAN, WILLIAM S. SHAPIRO, VALDIS VINKELS

106 Nott St., Wethersfield

could
be in
this
space!

License #: HCA 0001048

Polish Caregivers Offering Home Care for Seniors
Anna Wilbik | 860-560-6116
www.nutmeghomeassistance.com

Atty. Nancy W. Tonucci

M.A.O. ELECTRIC

Brown Paindiris & Scott, LLP
Elder Law, Wills, Estates

Residential • Commercial
Michael A. Orsini

750 Old Main Street
Rocky Hill, CT 06067

721-9009
Licensed & Insured

Your
ad

Check Engine Light Experts | European & Asian Specialist
910 Wethersfield Ave - Near Silas Dean Highway
860.727.9512 • www.cesarsforeigncar.com

78 Beaver Rd., Ste. 2G, Wethersfield
(860) 527-4226
www.kennybrimmer.com

Andrea Autorino, D.V.M.
Katherine Lavery, D.V.M.
Taryn Pina, D.V.M.
529-0668
www.doubleavet.com

The
Clear
Choice

(860) 571-8988
ntonucci@bpslawyers.com

CT#183694

Get this
weekly bulletin

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

delivered by
email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.
Free professional ad design & my help!

www.jspaluch.com

email: sales@jspaluch.com

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.
356900 Incarnation Church (A)

www.jspaluch.com

For Information ... Call
800.524.0263
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263

