


Readings for the Week 
Monday:  Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:2-5; Mt 9:9-13 
 

Tuesday:  Prv 21:1-6, 10-13; 
 Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 44; Lk 8:19-21 
 

Wednesday:  Prv 30:5-9; 
 Ps 119:29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 163;  
 Lk 9:1-6 
 

Thursday:  Eccl 1:2-11; Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17bc; 
 Lk 9:7-9 
 

Friday:  Eccl 3:1-11; Ps 144:1b, 2abc, 3-4; 
 Lk 9:18-22 
 

Saturday:  Eccl 11:9 — 12:8; Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17; 
 Lk 9:43b-45 
 

Sunday:  Ez 18:25-28; Ps 25:4-9; Phil 2:1-11 
  [1-5]; Mt 21:28-32 

Direction 

Isaiah tells us something that we already know, and yet 
seem to forget every now and then. He tells us, 
essentially, that God is God and we are not. When we’re 
confused and troubled and can’t figure everything out, it 
might be wise to recall Isaiah speaking on the Lord’s 
behalf and explaining that God—who is on a much more, 
well, Godly wavelength than we are—moves in ways we 
can’t even imagine. 
Saint Paul, by comparison, has everything figured out. 
Kind of. At least he understands his calling in life—to 
magnify Christ in everything he does. That should give all 
of us the direction we need. Jesus gives us direction, too, 
explaining to us once again in the parable of the workers 
in the vineyard that the last will be first, and the first, last. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Today’s Readings  
First Reading — Turn to the LORD who is generous in 
forgiving (Isaiah 55:6-9). 
Psalm — The Lord is near to all who call upon him (Psalm 
145). 
Second Reading — Live your lives in a way worthy of the 
gospel of Christ (Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a). 
Gospel — The last will be first, and the first will be last 
(Matthew 20:1-16a). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from 
Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights 

Saints and Special Observances 

Sunday:  Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday:  St. Matthew 
Tuesday:  Autumn begins 
Wednesday:  St. Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio) 
Saturday:  Ss. Cosmas and Damian; 
  Blessed Virgin Mary 

Saint Pius of Pietrelcina (1887-1968) 

September 23 
Did the World War II American flyer really see Padre Pio 
in midair, preventing the bombing of his village below? 
Did Pio actually “bilocate” in Italy, the Holy Land, even 
America, as countless witnesses testified? Or “read 
hearts” before penitents spoke? What of the stigmata, 
Christ’s wounds imprinted on Padre Pio’s hands, feet, and 
side? John Paul II, who as a young man visited Pio, never 
mentioned these extraordinary elements at the 
canonization. Instead, the pope spoke of “trials accepted 
with love,” referring perhaps to sanctions restricting Pio’s 
faculties for hearing confessions and celebrating public 
Mass, imposed because of criticism, later discredited, sent 
to the Vatican; of Pio’s offering his sufferings in union 
with Jesus’ passion for a suffering world; of his continual 
availability to sinners seeking direction and absolution; of 
Padre Pio’s prayer that blossomed in charity, especially 
through his House for the Relief of Suffering, a healthcare 
facility that anticipated by decades today’s holistic 
partnering of medical science and spirituality. Finally, 
how comforting for us ordinary Christians, this 
extraordinary saint’s most frequent advice: “Pray, hope, 
and don’t worry!” 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Autumn 
Listen! The wind is rising, 
and the air is wild with leaves, 
We have had our summer evenings, 
now for October eves! 
              —Humbert Wolfe 
 

Humility 
No human being is too big to be humble, but some human 
beings are too small. 
       —Anonymous 



C 
hildren are usually still quite young the first 
time they have occasion to shout, “That’s not 
fair!” At some point in our lives, we’ve 
probably all felt the bitterness of unfairness. 

Today’s readings agree that life isn’t always fair—yet, 
unexpectedly, invite us to rejoice! We rejoice because 
God’s mercy is totally unfair: God lavishes us with 
forgiveness and love even when we deserve less. Both the 
reading from Isaiah and the psalm praise the great mercy 
of God, mercy that forgives our sins over and over. In the 
Gospel parable, Jesus demonstrates that God longs to give 
good things to all of us, even to those who seem less 
worthy. When Saint Paul reflects on God’s goodness, 
embodied in Jesus Christ, he can hardly wait to enter his 
heavenly reward. 
 

An Unexpected Lesson 
Jesus’ parable depicts workers who “punch the clock” at 
various times throughout the long day: dawn, nine, noon, 
three, and five o’clock. Regardless of when they began 
working in the vineyard, the laborers all receive the same 
reward. The reward seems lavish to the latecomers, of 
course, and shockingly unfair to the long-faithful workers. 
The landowner soothes his most dutiful laborers, 
however, delighting in them as friends and transforming 
their bitter confrontation into a reflection on generosity. 
The laborers who arrived at five o’clock might have been 
late to the job, but those who began at the crack of dawn 
were last to understand the extravagant bounty of the 
landowner. Seen in this way, the parable discusses not 

Treasures From Our Tradition  
Over time, the severe form of one-chance penance collapsed under lack of enthusiasm for its burdens and its public 
nature. As ordinary Christians prayed for the great sinners, it must have occurred to them that they were sinners no less, 
and they required a form of penance also. The Irish came to the rescue, never having had a public form of penance, but 
inventing a system called “tariff penance,” which was completely private, available to everyone, and wildly popular. 
After a detailed confession, priest and penitent would lie on the floor before the altar and recite a number of psalms. The 
priest then pronounced a judgment, a tariff, giving a task or a prayer to complete before reconciliation. 
The surviving guidebooks for confessors make for hair-raising reading as the sins of which the Irish people were 
supposedly capable were catalogued and keyed to penances. Cattle or sheep rustling might require stripping down to 
sing psalms in an icy brook, for example, or adultery could be the occasion for rolling in a thicket of thorns. All of this 
might have stayed in Ireland had not the monks had a desire to travel, blazing across Europe with their theology and 
their rituals, and their sense that Christians needed strong medicine for sin and the assurance of God’s forgiveness. 
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

only God’s generosity toward “unworthy” believers, but 
also the Lord’s inexhaustible patience toward those who 
thought they had nothing more to learn. 
 

Beginning Again 
Today’s readings provide sweet refreshment to all of us 
who know the bitterness of discouragement. No matter 
how stubbornly we determine to improve ourselves, the 
human condition often leaves us in puddles of failure and 
regret. Jesus has a new plan for us. Today’s Gospel 
parable demonstrates the mercy of God, mercy that 
rejoices in fresh beginnings. We take comfort in knowing 
that God accompanies us in our labors—and works for 
us—whether we struggle with caring for our bodies, 
striving for patience, avoiding gossip, making time for 
prayer, being generous, overcoming addiction, remaining 
in recovery, or simply attending to our daily work. Jesus 
shows us that he actively engages with us each time we 
fall short. From dawn to dusk, the Lord seeks us out, 
calling us to join him in the vineyard. Now, today, right 
this moment, is our dawn. Or our nine o’clock. Or noon? 
Ignore the clock! Jesus invites us to forget past failures; 
divine mercy wipes them away. Today’s psalm insists that 
the “Lord is near to all who call upon him.” In hope, then, 
we begin again. 
 
Today’s Readings: Is 55:6–9; Ps 145:2–3, 8–9, 17–18; 
Phil 1:20c–24, 27a; Mt 20:1–16a 
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Twenty-fifth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

September 20, 2020 
Turn to the Lord for mercy; 

to our God, who is generous in forgiving. 
                                                                 —Isaiah 55:7b 



Sunday Readings 
September 20, 2020 
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 
Reading 1 
Is 55:6–9 
Seek the LORD while he may be found, 
 call him while he is near. 
Let the scoundrel forsake his way, 
 and the wicked his thoughts; 
let him turn to the LORD for mercy; 
 to our God, who is generous in forgiving. 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
 nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 
As high as the heavens are above the earth, 
 so high are my ways above your ways 
 and my thoughts above your thoughts. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 145:2–3, 8–9, 17–18 
R. (18a) The Lord is near to all who call upon 
him. 
Every day will I bless you, 
and I will praise your name forever and ever. 
Great is the LORD and highly to be praised; 
his greatness is unsearchable. 
R. The Lord is near to all who call upon him. 
The LORD is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger and of great kindness. 
The LORD is good to all 
and compassionate toward all his works. 
R. The Lord is near to all who call upon him. 
The LORD is just in all his ways 
and holy in all his works. 
The LORD is near to all who call upon him, 
to all who call upon him in truth. 
R. The Lord is near to all who call upon him. 
 
 
Reading 2 
Phil 1:20c–24, 27a 
 Brothers and sisters: Christ will be magnified in 
my body, whether by life or by death. For to me life 
is Christ, and death is gain. If I go on living in the 
flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. And I do not 
know which I shall choose. I am caught between the 
two. I long to depart this life and be with Christ, for 
that is far better. Yet that I remain in the flesh is 
more necessary for your benefit. 

Gospel 
Mt 20:1–16a 
 Jesus told his disciples this parable: “The 
kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 
at dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard. After 
agreeing with them for the usual daily wage, he sent 
them into his vineyard. Going out about nine 
o’clock, the landowner saw others standing idle in 
the marketplace, and he said to them, ‘You too go 
into my vineyard, and I will give you what is just.’ 
So they went off. And he went out again around 
noon, and around three o’clock, and did likewise. 
Going out about five o’clock, the landowner found 
others standing around, and said to them, ‘Why do 
you stand here idle all day?’ They answered, 
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You 
too go into my vineyard.’ When it was evening the 
owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Summon 
the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with 
the last and ending with the first.’ When those who 
had started about five o’clock came, each received 
the usual daily wage. So when the first came, they 
thought that they would receive more, but each of 
them also got the usual wage. And on receiving it 
they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These 
last ones worked only one hour, and you have made 
them equal to us, who bore the day’s burden and the 
heat.’ He said to one of them in reply, ‘My friend, I 
am not cheating you. Did you not agree with me for 
the usual daily wage? Take what is yours and go. 
What if I wish to give this last one the same as you? 
Or am I not free to do as I wish with my own 
money? Are you envious because I am generous?’ 
Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the 
Dioceses of the United States of America, second 
typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., 
Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights 
reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced 
by any means without permission in writing from the 
copyright owner. The English translation of the 
Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 
1981, 1997, International Commission on English in 
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 



Let us seek the Lord who is near to us, and offer  
our prayers for the needs of all. 

 
For the missionary work of the Church throughout 

 the world, and for the safety of those who dedicate their  
lives to spreading the Gospel, 

 let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For a world in which cooperation among nations  
leads to the betterment of all people, particularly  

during these days of the pandemic,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For corporate leaders to respect the dignity all  

those whose manual labor supports their industries,  
and to treat them justly,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For all those who have left the Church, that they 
 may find the grace to return and help build up  

the Body of Christ here on Earth,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For our community of faith to welcome with generous  

hearts all those who seek the Lord wherever the  
Lord may be found,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For all those who are sick, for all who suffer from  
COVID-19, and for all who have died,  

especially N., N., and N.,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence  

of our hearts; for all our intentions spoken  
and unspoken,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Generous God, 
you have given us all that is good. 

May we give abundantly 
as you have given to us. 

Grant this and all our prayers 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 
 
 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.  
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Graver’s Tree
Care

Removals • Pruning
Tree Maintenance

Bruce Graver Wethersfield
Licensed Tree Surgeon 563-6581

FARLEY - 
SULLIVAN

FUNERAL HOME
34 Beaver Rd.,
Wethersfield

563-9999
50 Naubuc Ave.,
Glastonbury, CT

633-2521

Giuliano-Sagarino

BROOKLAWN
FUNERAL HOME

Luke DiMaria
511 Brook Street • Rocky Hill           721-0087

Nationally Recognized
for Excellence

D’ESOPO
FUNERAL CHAPEL

Wethersfield
East Hartford

563-6117

www.sciwindows.com

                                                     

                                                 Email: steve@sciwindows.com
860-568-2063                 Fax: 860-568-5419

FULLY INSURED
(LIC. # 555050)

Replacement Windows • Roofing
Retractable Awnings  • Vinyl Siding

MULL BROS. OIL
HEATING & COOLING

529-8255

Family Owned and Operated 
Serving the Greater Hartford Area

Site Work • Trucking • Excavating
Drainage • Hydroseeding

8 6 0 - 6 6 6 - 1 5 0 3 

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month

• No Long-Term

Contract

• Price Guarantee

• Easy Self

Installation

Call Today!
Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

The Most Complete Online National
Directory of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.
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Rose Hill Funeral Home
&

Rose Hill Memorial Park
Providing compassionate and

caring service.
We welcome you to visit our

newly remodeled facility
pre-need planning available

580 Elm Street
Rocky Hill, CT 06067

(860) 529-3381

Dillon-Baxter Funeral Home
1276 Berlin Turnpike

Wethersfield
Since 1880 • 956-1149

KENNY, BRIMMER & MAHONEY, LLC
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

RICHARD C. MAHONEY, SHANNON K. MCCARTHY 
TERESA CAPALBO, SEAN P. CLARK,

JOSEPH A. HOURIHAN, WILLIAM S. SHAPIRO, VALDIS VINKELS
78 Beaver Rd., Ste. 2G, Wethersfield         (860) 527-4226

www.kennybrimmer.com
Andrea Autorino, D.V.M.
Katherine Lavery, D.V.M.

Taryn Pina, D.V.M.
529-0668

www.doubleavet.com106 Nott St., Wethersfield

M.A.O. ELECTRIC
Residential • Commercial

Michael A. Orsini

721-9009
Licensed & Insured          CT#183694

LEO’S PIZZA
Est. 1975

Wethersfield’s Oldest Pizzeria
10% DISCOUNT W/AD

(860) 563-8144 689 Woolcott Hill Rd.
WETHERSFIELD
MONUMENT CO.

526 Silas Deane Hwy. 
Wethersfield, CT 06109

(860) 372-4020

A Place 
Where 
Quality

& Service 
Matter

Specializing in

Fine Italian American Foods
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1932

675 Wolcott Hill Road, Wethersfield • (860) 785-8998
www.DandDMarket.com

        Atty. Nancy W. Tonucci
Brown Paindiris & Scott, LLP

Elder Law, Wills, Estates
750 Old Main Street

Rocky Hill, CT 06067
(860) 571-8988

ntonucci@bpslawyers.com

CESAR’S 
FOREIGN CAR

Check Engine Light Experts | European & Asian Specialist
910 Wethersfield Ave - Near Silas Dean Highway
860.727.9512 • www.cesarsforeigncar.com

The 
Clear 

Choice

License #: HCA 0001048

Polish Caregivers Offering Home Care for Seniors
Anna Wilbik | 860-560-6116

www.nutmeghomeassistance.com

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.
For Information ... Call

800.524.0263

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad” and Present It
The Next Time You Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!
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