


Readings for the Week 
Monday:  Ez 24:15-24; Dt 32:18-21; Mt 19:16-22 
 
Tuesday:  Ez 28:1-10; Dt 32:26-28, 30, 35cd-36ab; 
 Mt 19:23-30 
 
Wednesday:  Ez 34:1-11; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 20:1-16 
 
Thursday:  Ez 36:23-28; Ps 51:12-15, 18-19; 
 Mt 22:1-14 
 
Friday:  Ez 37:1-14; Ps 107:2-9; Mt 22:34-40 
 
Saturday:  Ez 43:1-7ab; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14;  
 Mt 23:1-12 
 
Sunday:  Is 22:19-23; Ps 138:1-3, 6, 8; 
 Rom 11:33-36; Mt 16:13-20 

Why Pray? 

The “foreigners” as Isaiah calls them, the “Gentiles” as 
Paul calls them, or the “Canaanites” as Matthew calls 
them are called to worship the one true God in prayer. 
As we listen to today’s readings, perhaps we are 
tempted to ask: Why pray? The question is rhetorical; it 
is tantamount to asking why should friends talk to one 
another or people in love kiss one another. Prayer is a 
way of relating to God, a way of talking to God. The 
apostles had the opportunity to talk to Jesus in the 
flesh. We have the opportunity to talk to Jesus Christ in 
prayer. Our relationship with him must be enthusiastic; 
it cannot be faint-hearted. John Donne, a fifteenth-
century poet, knew what the qualities of good prayer 
were. Donne asks God to treat him differently from 
most Christians. The poet does not want God to merely 
“knock, breathe, shine, and seek to mend,” but also to 
“break, blow, burn, and make me new” (Holy Sonnets, 
XIV). 
It takes a dynamic faith on our part to come to God in 
prayer. As Jesus once said, “Knock and the door will 
be opened to you” (Matthew 7:7). It may take pounding 
the door down, but if we are as persistent as the woman 
in today’s Gospel, the results will follow. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Today’s Readings  
First Reading — Thus says the LORD: “Stand firm in 
justice; do what is right” (Isaiah 56:1, 6-7). 
Psalm — O God, let all the nations praise you! 
(Psalm 67). 
Second Reading — The gifts and the calling of God are 
unable to be revoked (Romans 11:13-15, 29-32). 
Gospel — Recognizing the Canaanite woman’s great 
faith, Jesus told her, “It shall be done as you 
wish” (Matthew 15:21-28). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for 
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the 
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Saints and Special Observances 

Sunday:  Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Wednesday:  St. John Eudes 
Thursday:  St. Bernard 
Friday:  St. Pius X 
Saturday:  Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Saint Pius X (1835-1914) 

August 21 
Presidential vetoes we understand. But imagine vetoing a 
papal election! Yet in the conclave of 1903, the 
Archbishop of Cracow (ironically, a predecessor in that 
office of Karol Wojtyla, the future John Paul II) vetoed the 
leading candidate on the order of the Austro-Hungarian 
emperor. Instead, the cardinals elected Giuseppe Sarto of 
Venice as Pius X, the first pope, after a succession of 
nobles and diplomats, to hail from humble origins. Nor did 
the papacy alter his endearing simplicity. Tailors 
eventually made his cassock cuffs detachable because he 
absentmindedly wiped his fountain pen on them, forgetting 
that his old black cassock had been replaced by papal 
white! Taking as his motto “To restore all things in 
Christ” (Ephesians 1:10), Pius condemned the theological 
innovations called “modernism,” yet dramatically altered 
the then-common practice whereby people rarely received 
Communion for fear of unworthiness, mandating early 
First Communion and urging everyone to frequent 
reception. Refusing to bless troops assembled in Saint 
Peter’s Square—“I bless peace, not war!”—he died 
brokenhearted as World War I engulfed Christian Europe 
despite his peacemaking efforts. 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



O ur Lectionary readings today invite us to 
consider both the human tendency to build boundaries 
between people, and God’s tendency to cross and even to 
break these boundaries. Isaiah and Paul speak of God’s 
ongoing desire to bring all of humanity under divine care. 
The scene in Matthew’s Gospel alludes to the long-
standing distrust between foreigners and the Jewish 
people. Though Jesus initially resists, he then celebrates 
the faith of the Canaanite woman and heals her daughter. 
Those who are given the gift of faith can be tempted to 
believe that God is present only to them, implicitly 
creating barriers against others. But the gift of faith is 
meant to serve God’s larger purpose, so that everyone 
might be united with God. By his act of healing, Jesus 
breaks the boundary between Jew and Gentile, and invites 
both to be a part of God’s people. 
 
STANDING FAST 
Matthew opens the scene in today’s Gospel by setting up 
a conflict. Unlike the parallel story in Mark (7:24), the 
woman is described as “a Canaanite.” This label serves to 
evoke the ancient animosity between Jews and other 
peoples in the region. The woman, who is never named, 
begs for help for her daughter. The disciples are actively 
dismissive of her, as a woman and a foreigner, and deem 
her to be unworthy of their attention. The text suggests 
that Jesus initially sided with the disciples. But then he 
recognized the strength of her faith. 
Many women, foreigners, or marginalized persons might 

Treasures From Our Tradition  
In recent weeks, we have looked at the evolution of how Roman Catholics initiate children into the life of the Church. How 
did customs evolve in the Eastern Church? At one time, Christians in both East and West preferred to celebrate baptism in a 
community setting, with large numbers of adults and children initiated at Easter. The two branches of Christianity began to 
split on the proper time to do this. 
In the East, water was blessed in abundance on the feast of the Epiphany, which marked, among other things, the baptism of 
the Lord. Once infant baptism was fixed on that day, local customs marking a birth began to evolve. One celebration was the 
giving of a name on the eighth day, another was the “purification” of the mother on the fortieth day after birth. In that 
blessing, re-enacting Mary and Joseph’s journey to the temple, the priest took the baby in his arms and placed the child before 
the altar. Just as Simeon received the child Jesus, so the priest received the new Christian while chanting Simeon’s prayer. 
Later, normally on Epiphany, the priest would baptize, chrismate (confirm), and give a few drops of the Precious Blood to the 
child in a joyous celebration of the whole community. 
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

identify with this woman’s story. Sometimes faith means 
standing fast, in care for others or in fidelity to truth, even 
when it seems that no one supports you. Somehow, the 
woman recognized God’s power and God’s care within 
Jesus. And Jesus recognized that God was active within 
her, manifested in her commitment to her daughter. Jesus 
saw his Father’s larger horizon of care for everyone, Jew 
and Gentile, within this faith-filled woman. 
 
A NEW TEMPLE 
Isaiah articulates the vision that it is God’s deep desire 
that all human beings will respond to God in prayer and 
thanksgiving. God will summon everyone to “my holy 
mountain,” that is, the temple Mount. The temple was the 
primary symbol of God’s presence among the people. The 
Temple was where communal worship and sacrifice took 
place. Worship served to give thanks for God’s blessings 
on the people. Sacrifice served to help heal relationships 
between God and Israel, and within the community, when 
sin had damaged or broken them. 
The early church reflected upon this vision and saw Jesus 
as a new temple. The person of Jesus is to be worshiped 
as God’s active presence within human life. Jesus is to be 
worshiped in prayer and thanksgiving, and Jesus is where 
relationships are healed and renewed. In Jesus, God 
invites the whole world into God’s loving care. 
 
Today’s Readings: Is 56:1, 6–7; Ps 67:2–3, 5, 6, 8; Rom 
11:13–15, 29–32; Mt 15:21–28 
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Twentieth Sunday 
In Ordinary Time 
August 16, 2020 

Observe what is right, do what is just; 
For my salvation is about to come, 
My justice, about to be revealed. 

—Isaiah 56:1 



Sunday Readings 
August 16, 2020 
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Reading 1 
Is 56:1, 6–7 
Thus says the LORD: 
Observe what is right, do what is just; 
for my salvation is about to come, 
my justice, about to be revealed. 
 
The foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 
ministering to him, 
loving the name of the LORD, 
and becoming his servants— 
all who keep the sabbath free from profanation 
and hold to my covenant, 
them I will bring to my holy mountain 
and make joyful in my house of prayer; 
their burnt offerings and sacrifices 
will be acceptable on my altar, 
for my house shall be called 
a house of prayer for all peoples. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 67:2–3, 5, 6, 8 
R. (4) O God, let all the nations praise you! 
May God have pity on us and bless us; 
may he let his face shine upon us. 
So may your way be known upon earth; 
among all nations, your salvation. 
R. O God, let all the nations praise you! 
May the nations be glad and exult 
because you rule the peoples in equity; 
the nations on the earth you guide. 
R. O God, let all the nations praise you! 
May the peoples praise you, O God; 
may all the peoples praise you! 
May God bless us, 
and may all the ends of the earth fear him! 
R. O God, let all the nations praise you! 
 
Reading 2 
Rom 11:13–15, 29–32 
Brothers and sisters: I am speaking to you Gentiles. 
Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I glory 
in my ministry in order to make my race jealous and 
thus save some of them. For if their rejection is the 
reconciliation of the world, what will their 

acceptance be but life from the dead? 
For the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable. Just 
as you once disobeyed God but have now received 
mercy because of their disobedience, so they have 
now disobeyed in order that, by virtue of the mercy 
shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For 
God delivered all to disobedience, that he might have 
mercy upon all. 
 
Gospel 
Mt 15:21–28 
At that time, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre 
and Sidon. And behold, a Canaanite woman of that 
district came and called out, “Have pity on me, Lord, 
Son of David! My daughter is tormented by a 
demon.” But Jesus did not say a word in answer to 
her. Jesus’ disciples came and asked him, “Send her 
away, for she keeps calling out after us.” He said in 
reply, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel.” But the woman came and did Jesus 
homage, saying, “Lord, help me.” He said in reply, 
“It is not right to take the food of the children and 
throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Please, Lord, for 
even the dogs eat the scraps that fall from the table of 
their masters.” Then Jesus said to her in reply, “O 
woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as 
you wish.” And the woman’s daughter was healed 
from that hour. 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the 
Dioceses of the United States of America, second 
typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., 
Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights 
reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced 
by any means without permission in writing from the 
copyright owner. The English translation of the 
Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 
1981, 1997, International Commission on English in 
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved  



 
Having heard today of God’s gracious welcome and  

concern for all people, let us offer these prayers  
now on their behalf. 

 

For our Church throughout the world as we open  
wide our doors in welcome to all who sincerely seek God,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For our nation as we wrestle with the issues surrounding  
those who cross our borders seeking a better life for  

themselves and their families,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For all those who live with depression, anxiety,  
or any emotional or mental disorder, and for  

those who care for their needs,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For those who suffer with or are burdened by  

the heat in these long summer days,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For leaders in our town and our state to observe  

what is right and do what is just in rooting out the  
causes and effects of racism,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For all those who are sick, for all who suffer from  
COVID-19, and for all who have died,  

especially N., N., and N.,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of  

our hearts; for all our intentions spoken and unspoken,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
O God, 

you make all people joyful 
in your house of prayer. 

Graciously hear and answer these prayers 
which we make in the name of Jesus, your Son. 
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Graver’s Tree
Care

Removals • Pruning
Tree Maintenance

Bruce Graver Wethersfield
Licensed Tree Surgeon 563-6581

FARLEY - 
SULLIVAN

FUNERAL HOME
34 Beaver Rd.,
Wethersfield

563-9999
50 Naubuc Ave.,
Glastonbury, CT

633-2521

Giuliano-Sagarino

BROOKLAWN
FUNERAL HOME

Luke DiMaria
511 Brook Street • Rocky Hill           721-0087

Nationally Recognized
for Excellence

D’ESOPO
FUNERAL CHAPEL

Wethersfield
East Hartford

563-6117

www.sciwindows.com

                                                     

                                                 Email: steve@sciwindows.com
860-568-2063                 Fax: 860-568-5419

FULLY INSURED
(LIC. # 555050)

Replacement Windows • Roofing
Retractable Awnings  • Vinyl Siding

MULL BROS. OIL
HEATING & COOLING

529-8255

Family Owned and Operated 
Serving the Greater Hartford Area

Site Work • Trucking • Excavating
Drainage • Hydroseeding

8 6 0 - 6 6 6 - 1 5 0 3 

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month

• No Long-Term

Contract

• Price Guarantee

• Easy Self

Installation

Call Today!
Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

The Most Complete Online National
Directory of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.
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Rose Hill Funeral Home
&

Rose Hill Memorial Park
Providing compassionate and

caring service.
We welcome you to visit our

newly remodeled facility
pre-need planning available

580 Elm Street
Rocky Hill, CT 06067

(860) 529-3381

Dillon-Baxter Funeral Home
1276 Berlin Turnpike

Wethersfield
Since 1880 • 956-1149

KENNY, BRIMMER & MAHONEY, LLC
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

RICHARD C. MAHONEY, SHANNON K. MCCARTHY 
TERESA CAPALBO, SEAN P. CLARK,

JOSEPH A. HOURIHAN, WILLIAM S. SHAPIRO, VALDIS VINKELS
78 Beaver Rd., Ste. 2G, Wethersfield         (860) 527-4226

www.kennybrimmer.com
Andrea Autorino, D.V.M.
Katherine Lavery, D.V.M.

Taryn Pina, D.V.M.
529-0668

www.doubleavet.com106 Nott St., Wethersfield

M.A.O. ELECTRIC
Residential • Commercial

Michael A. Orsini

721-9009
Licensed & Insured          CT#183694

LEO’S PIZZA
Est. 1975

Wethersfield’s Oldest Pizzeria
10% DISCOUNT W/AD

(860) 563-8144 689 Woolcott Hill Rd.
WETHERSFIELD
MONUMENT CO.

526 Silas Deane Hwy. 
Wethersfield, CT 06109

(860) 372-4020

A Place 
Where 
Quality

& Service 
Matter

Specializing in

Fine Italian American Foods
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1932

675 Wolcott Hill Road, Wethersfield • (860) 785-8998
www.DandDMarket.com

        Atty. Nancy W. Tonucci
Brown Paindiris & Scott, LLP

Elder Law, Wills, Estates
750 Old Main Street

Rocky Hill, CT 06067
(860) 571-8988

ntonucci@bpslawyers.com

CESAR’S 
FOREIGN CAR

Check Engine Light Experts | European & Asian Specialist
910 Wethersfield Ave - Near Silas Dean Highway
860.727.9512 • www.cesarsforeigncar.com

The 
Clear 

Choice

License #: HCA 0001048

Polish Caregivers Offering Home Care for Seniors
Anna Wilbik | 860-560-6116

www.nutmeghomeassistance.com

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.
For Information ... Call

800.524.0263

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad” and Present It
The Next Time You Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!
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