


Readings for the Week 
 

Monday:  Mi 6:1-4, 6-8; Ps 50:5-6, 8-9,  
 16bc-17, 21, 23; Mt 12:38-42 
 

Tuesday:  Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 85:2-8;  
 Mt 12:46-50 
 

Wednesday:  Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17; 
 Ps 63:2-6, 8-9; Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 
 

Thursday:  Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13; Ps 36:6-7ab, 8-11; 
 Mt 13:10-17 
 

Friday:  Jer 3:14-17; Jer 31:10-12abcd, 13; 
 Mt 13:18-23 
 

Saturday:  2 Cor 4:7-15; Ps 126:1bc-6; Mt 20:20-28 
 

Sunday:  1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12; Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 
 127-130; Rom 8:28-30;  
 Mt 13:44-52 [44-46] 

Good Seeds 

Today Jesus continues to speak to his followers using 
parables. What a rich treasure we are given today in three 
parables about the kingdom of heaven! The kingdom is 
likened to a man sowing good seed in his field, a mustard 
seed, and yeast mixed with flour. As they did last week, 
today the disciples press Jesus for an interpretation of one 
of the parables—the parable of the man sowing good 
seed. Lest we think that these parables are simply 
amusing little anecdotes, Jesus’ interpretation should be 
seen for what it is—a warning. Wailing and grinding of 
teeth in a fiery furnace await those who are children of the 
evil one. This parable points to the struggle for today’s 
believer. Sometimes, through sin, we sow weeds and 
prevent the love of Christ from blossoming. Let today’s 
Gospel help put us back on track. Let us recommit 
ourselves to preparing for the last days, the harvest, by 
blossoming as the good seeds we were created in love to 
be. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Today’s Readings  
First Reading — You taught your people that those who 
are just must likewise be kind 
(Wisdom 12:13, 16-19). 
Psalm — Lord, you are good and forgiving (Psalm 86). 
Second Reading — The Spirit comes to aid us in our 
weakness (Romans 8:26-27). 
Gospel — Jesus proposes parables to the crowds, 
teaching them of the reign of God 
(Matthew 13:24-43 [24-30]). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for 
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the 
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Saints and Special Observances 

Sunday:  Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday:  St. Apollinaris 
Tuesday:  St. Lawrence of Brindisi 
Wednesday:  St. Mary Magdalene 
Thursday:  St. Bridget 
Friday:  St. Sharbel Makhlūf 
Saturday:  St. James 

Saint Sharbel Makhlūf (1828-1898) 
July 24 
The convenience store owner chatted animatedly in 
Arabic with coworkers, but hardly at all with his 
American clientele. So soon after 9/11, he probably 
figured, with my accent, the less said, the better. That 
changed when an American customer recognized Saint 
Sharbel’s portrait on the wall: “So you’re Lebanese 
Maronites!” The owner was happily incredulous: “You 
know our saint?” “Not at first,” the customer admitted. 
“But we help the Catholic Near East Welfare Association, 
and their magazine published that picture and called 
Sharbel the ‘Paradoxical Artisan of Peace.’ ” “Everyone 
thinks we’re Muslims,” said the owner, “and some of my 
workers are. Saint Sharbel helps us live together in 
peace!” A hermit for twenty-three years, little is known of 
Sharbel’s life. He died after suffering a stroke while 
celebrating the liturgy. Miracles attributed to his 
intercession number in the thousands, and in war-torn 
Lebanon, Catholics, Orthodox, and Muslims pray together 
where his incorrupt body is entombed. How lovely if after 
our passing, we too could be remembered for having 
brought very different people to the one God, together in 
peace. 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Words And Weeds 
A man of words and not of deeds 
Is like a garden full of weeds. 
   —Anonymous nursery rhyme 



A  God who judges with leniency and 
clemency, a Spirit groaning because we 
know not how to pray, a patient master 

waiting to separate wheat and weeds, a tiny seed 
growing into a great bush, and the miracle of yeast 
and flour! All of these images found in our readings 
today speak of the unexpected, the countercultural, 
and of the compassion and intimacy of our 
relationship with God. Many times we are afraid to 
come to God in prayer, or we may turn away from 
our God because of our weakness and sinfulness. We 
are not presented with a vengeful God who is waiting 
to smite us, but a God of infinite love and wisdom 
and patience who will show us the way. What an 
amazing gift this is! 
 
 

We Need To Grow 

We live in an instant world of microwaves and drive-
throughs and a disposable society in which things quickly 
become obsolete, so today’s message is very strange. In 
all the readings today, and especially in the Gospel, we 
see transformation, but it is not something that happens 
overnight, nor does it take place without effort. We are 
met with parables of a patient and loving God who can 
see a positive outcome at the end and is willing to wait 
and nourish us and help us all get there. The sower’s 
seeds require a growth period and some careful sorting. 
To make the bread, one must knead it and wait patiently. 

Treasures From Our Tradition  
By the dawn of the fourteenth century, the sacrament of confirmation was ripe for a rescue, since vast numbers of the 
faithful never received it, and when it was celebrated, it was done so in isolation from baptism and Eucharist. A bishop 
named William Durandus set out to reclaim this liturgy, but he had a creative touch and added some things into the mix 
that had never been thought of before. One was a slap. Oddly, he replaced the kiss of peace at the end of confirmation 
with a slap on the cheek that endured to modern times. This “wake-up call” was related in his imagination to a custom in 
the military, wherein ceremonies of knighthood and investiture involved a symbolic wound as a sign of willingness to 
suffer. 
Within every congregation today there are people who have memories of fretting through their confirmation liturgies, 
anxious to know how enthusiastic a slap the bishop would bestow. Durandus loved symbolism and had a reason for 
every ritual and practice, but his creative spin on the celebration shows how sadly adrift confirmation was from its 
anchorage in baptism, how far off-course from its home port of the eucharistic community. 
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

In planting a mustard seed, something so tiny yields great 
results, but not until after completing a period of 
dormancy and waiting. 
 

What Is Our Leaven? 

In our own growth, something usually spurs us on and 
calls us to change. For a young couple who find out they 
are expecting, this may be the impetus to “grow up” and 
straighten out their spending habits. For another, perhaps 
a heart attack or prolonged illness calls one to wake up 
and gives one a second chance at life. Losing a job or a 
spouse or surviving a car accident may mean it is time for 
a “do-over.” Isn’t it amazing to realize that we are blessed 
with a tender, loving God who will walk through all these 
changes in our lives, who is cajoling us into a better self? 
Here is a God who doesn’t pull the plug because of our 
sins, but is willing to wait and sort and “gather the 
wheat.” Let us be grateful for this gift of loving mercy. 
Recall the simple prayer found in Psalm 86:15–16: “You, 
O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, / slow to anger, 
abounding in kindness and fidelity. / Turn toward me, and 
have pity on me; / give your strength to your servant.” 
 
Today’s Readings: Wis 12:13, 16–19; Ps 86:5–6, 9–10, 
15–16; Rom 8:26–27; Mt 13:24–43 [24–30] 
 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc  

Sixteenth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

July 19, 2020 
Those who are just must be kind. 

                                            —Wisdom 12:19 



Sunday Readings 
July 19, 2020 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Reading 1 
Wis 12:13, 16–19 
There is no god besides you who have the care of all, 
that you need show you have not unjustly condemned. 
For your might is the source of justice; 
your mastery over all things makes you lenient to all. 
For you show your might when the perfection 
of your power is disbelieved; 
and in those who know you, you rebuke temerity. 
But though you are master of might, 
you judge with clemency, 
and with much lenience you govern us; 
for power, whenever you will, attends you. 
And you taught your people, by these deeds, 
that those who are just must be kind; 
and you gave your children good ground for hope 
that you would permit repentance for their sins. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 86:5–6, 9–10, 15–16 
R. (5a) Lord, you are good and forgiving. 
You, O LORD, are good and forgiving, 
abounding in kindness to all who call upon you. 
Hearken, O LORD, to my prayer 
and attend to the sound of my pleading. 
R. Lord, you are good and forgiving. 
All the nations you have made shall come 
and worship you, O LORD, 
and glorify your name. 
For you are great, and you do wondrous deeds; 
you alone are God. 
R. Lord, you are good and forgiving. 
You, O LORD, are a God merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, abounding in kindness and fidelity. 
Turn toward me, and have pity on me; 
give your strength to your servant. 
R. Lord, you are good and forgiving. 
 
Reading 2 
Rom 8:26–27 
Brothers and sisters: The Spirit comes to the aid of our 
weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 
but the Spirit himself intercedes with inexpressible 
groanings. And the one who searches hearts knows what 
is the intention of the Spirit, because he intercedes for the 
holy ones according to God’s will. 
 
Gospel 
Mt 13:24–43 or Mt 13:24–30 
In the shorter form of the reading, the passages in 
brackets are omitted. 

Jesus proposed another parable to the crowds, saying: 
“The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a man who 
sowed good seed in his field. While everyone was asleep 
his enemy came and sowed weeds all through the wheat, 
and then went off. When the crop grew and bore fruit, the 
weeds appeared as well. The slaves of the householder 
came to him and said, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed 
in your field? Where have the weeds come from?’ He 
answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ His slaves said to 
him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ He 
replied, ‘No, if you pull up the weeds you might uproot 
the wheat along with them. Let them grow together until 
harvest; then at harvest time I will say to the harvesters, 
“First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles for 
burning; but gather the wheat into my barn.” ’ ” 
[ He proposed another parable to them. “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a mustard seed that a person took and 
sowed in a field. It is the smallest of all the seeds, yet 
when full-grown it is the largest of plants. It becomes a 
large bush, and the ‘birds of the sky come and dwell in its 
branches.’ ” 
He spoke to them another parable. “The kingdom of 
heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed with 
three measures of wheat flour until the whole batch was 
leavened.” 
All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables. He 
spoke to them only in parables, to fulfill what had been 
said through the prophet: 
I will open my mouth in parables, 
I will announce what has lain hidden from the foundation 
of the world. 
Then, dismissing the crowds, he went into the house. His 
disciples approached him and said, “Explain to us the 
parable of the weeds in the field.” He said in reply, “He 
who sows good seed is the Son of Man, the field is the 
world, the good seed the children of the kingdom. The 
weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who 
sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, 
and the harvesters are angels. Just as weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 
The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect 
out of his kingdom all who cause others to sin and all 
evildoers. They will throw them into the fiery furnace, 
where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth. Then 
the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father. Whoever has ears ought to hear.” ] 
 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the 
United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 
1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. 
Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may 
be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the 
copyright owner. The English translation of the Psalm Responses from 
Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on 
English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved  



 
The Holy Spirit intercedes for those in need, so let us pray for them today. 

 
 

For all in the Church who tend the fields of faith  
of those who believe, especially in places where  

professing their faith puts them in danger,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

For judges, jurists, and others who render judgments  
affecting lives in profound ways, that they may temper 

 justice with mercy,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

For those who have rejected the word of God, that  
through our efforts they may return to God,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 

For the grace and resolve to root out the weeds of  
intolerance and prejudice in our own lives,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 

For those who are without work, for those without health 
 care coverage, for all whose lives have been  

upended as a result of the pandemic,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

For all those who are sick, for all who suffer from  
COVID-19, and for all who have died,  

especially N., N., and N., 
 let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

For all the prayers that we hold in the silence  
of our hearts; for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, 

 let us pray to the Lord. 
 

O God of the living, 
through your Spirit you help us to pray as  

we ought; hear these our prayers and  
graciously grant them according to your will, 

through Christ our Lord. 
 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.  
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Graver’s Tree
Care

Removals • Pruning
Tree Maintenance

Bruce Graver Wethersfield
Licensed Tree Surgeon 563-6581

FARLEY - 
SULLIVAN

FUNERAL HOME
34 Beaver Rd.,
Wethersfield

563-9999
50 Naubuc Ave.,
Glastonbury, CT

633-2521

Giuliano-Sagarino

BROOKLAWN
FUNERAL HOME

Luke DiMaria
511 Brook Street • Rocky Hill           721-0087

Nationally Recognized
for Excellence

D’ESOPO
FUNERAL CHAPEL

Wethersfield
East Hartford

563-6117

www.sciwindows.com

                                                     

                                                 Email: steve@sciwindows.com
860-568-2063                 Fax: 860-568-5419

FULLY INSURED
(LIC. # 555050)

Replacement Windows • Roofing
Retractable Awnings  • Vinyl Siding

MULL BROS. OIL
HEATING & COOLING

529-8255

CONSISTENTLY
VOTED

Special Events • Holiday Parties

588 Franklin Avenue ~ Hartford, CT
860.296.9646 ~ www.CarbonesCT.com

BEST
ITALIAN
FOOD

IN HARTFORD

Family Owned and Operated 
Serving the Greater Hartford Area

Site Work • Trucking • Excavating
Drainage • Hydroseeding
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Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

For Information ... Call

800.524.0263

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month

• No Long-Term

Contract

• Price Guarantee

• Easy Self

Installation

Call Today!
Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?
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Rose Hill Funeral Home
&

Rose Hill Memorial Park
Providing compassionate and

caring service.
We welcome you to visit our

newly remodeled facility
pre-need planning available

580 Elm Street
Rocky Hill, CT 06067

(860) 529-3381

Dillon-Baxter Funeral Home
1276 Berlin Turnpike

Wethersfield
Since 1880 • 956-1149

KENNY, BRIMMER & MAHONEY, LLC
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

RICHARD C. MAHONEY, SHANNON K. MCCARTHY 
TERESA CAPALBO, SEAN P. CLARK,

JOSEPH A. HOURIHAN, WILLIAM S. SHAPIRO, VALDIS VINKELS
78 Beaver Rd., Ste. 2G, Wethersfield         (860) 527-4226

www.kennybrimmer.com
Andrea Autorino, D.V.M.
Katherine Lavery, D.V.M.

Taryn Pina, D.V.M.
529-0668

www.doubleavet.com106 Nott St., Wethersfield

M.A.O. ELECTRIC
Residential • Commercial

Michael A. Orsini

721-9009
Licensed & Insured          CT#183694

LEO’S PIZZA
Est. 1975

Wethersfield’s Oldest Pizzeria
10% DISCOUNT W/AD

(860) 563-8144 689 Woolcott Hill Rd.
WETHERSFIELD
MONUMENT CO.

526 Silas Deane Hwy. 
Wethersfield, CT 06109

(860) 372-4020

A Place 
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& Service 
Matter

Specializing in

Fine Italian American Foods
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1932

675 Wolcott Hill Road, Wethersfield • (860) 785-8998
www.DandDMarket.com

        Atty. Nancy W. Tonucci
Brown Paindiris & Scott, LLP

Elder Law, Wills, Estates
750 Old Main Street

Rocky Hill, CT 06067
(860) 571-8988

ntonucci@bpslawyers.com

Attorney Dennis P. McMahon
• Accidents/Personal Injury      • Wills/Living Wills

• Probate                                         • Real Estate Closings

• Motor Vehicle Defense            • Social Security Disability

1845 Silas Deane Highway Rocky Hill, CT

128 East Center Street, Manchester, CT

Visa & Mastercard Accepted 
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CESAR’S 
FOREIGN CAR

Check Engine Light Experts | European & Asian Specialist
910 Wethersfield Ave - Near Silas Dean Highway
860.727.9512 • www.cesarsforeigncar.com
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License #: HCA 0001048

Polish Caregivers Offering Home Care for Seniors
Anna Wilbik | 860-560-6116

www.nutmeghomeassistance.com

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM
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with OneParish!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
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Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
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