


Readings for the Week 
 

Monday:  Is 1:10-17; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23; 
 Mt 10:34 — 11:1 
 

Tuesday:  Is 7:1-9; Ps 48:2-8; Mt 11:20-24 
 

Wednesday:  Is 10:5-7, 13b-16; Ps 94:5-10, 14-15; 
 Mt 11:25-27 
 

Thursday:  Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19; Ps 102:13-14ab,  
 15-21; Mt 11:28-30 
 

Friday:  Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8; Is 38:10-12abcd, 
 16; Mt 12:1-8 
 

Saturday:  Mi 2:1-5; Ps 10:1-4, 7-8, 14;  
 Mt 12:14-21 
 

Sunday:  Wis 12:13, 16-19; Ps 86:5-6, 9-10,  
 15-16; Rom 8:26-27; Mt 13:24-43  
 [24-30] 

God’s Words. 
Each day we are bombarded with thousands of words. 
From the moment our clock radios click on in the 
morning, until the last moment of the day when the 
television is turned off or someone bids us “good-night,” 
our life is filled with words. Some words that we hear 
bring news that leaves us feeling low. Some words lift our 
spirits. Many of the words we hear are trying to get us to 
buy something. Some words are hurtful. Today the 
Church focuses our attention on hearing the word of God. 
Are God’s words just more of the same—part of the 
endless stream of words that flow into our ears each day? 
The challenge today is to allow God’s word to inspire us 
in new ways so that our outlook and attitudes align 
themselves more closely with the heart and mind of Christ 
Jesus. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Today’s Readings  
First Reading — My word will achieve the end for 
which it was sent (Isaiah 55:10-11). 
Psalm — The seed that falls on good ground will yield a 
fruitful harvest (Psalm 65). 
Second Reading — We, who have the firstfruits of the 
Spirit, groan within ourselves awaiting the redemption of 
our bodies (Romans 8:18-23). 
Gospel — Some seed fell on rich soil and produced fruit 
(Matthew 13:1-23 [1-9]). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for 
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the 
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Saints and Special Observances 

Sunday:  Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday:  St. Henry 
Tuesday:  St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
Wednesday:  St. Bonaventure 
Thursday:  Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Saturday:  St. Camillus de Lellis;  
  Blessed Virgin Mary 

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha (1656-1680) 

July 14 
Though the New York State Thruway runs close by 
the North American Martyrs’ Shrine, traffic’s roar 
never pierces the peace enveloping Auriesville—
Ossernon to Native 
Americans—in the lovely 
Mohawk Valley, where 
Kateri Tekakwitha was 
born barely ten years after 
the martyrdom of Isaac 
Jogues and his Jesuit and 
lay companions. Daughter 
of a Christian Algonquin 
mother and non-Christian 
Mohawk chief, Kateri’s 
parents died in a smallpox 
epidemic widely blamed on the missionaries. 
Moreover, many Native Americans had experienced 
exploitation at the hands of “Christian” traders and 
trappers, further discrediting the faith Kateri 
embraced in baptism, then pledged to live even more 
intensely in vowed virginity. Misunderstanding led 
to harassment, prompting her move to a Christian 
village farther north along the Saint Lawrence River. 
Despite this, Kateri’s faith remained undaunted, her 
selfless charity undiminished. Both before and after 
her death at twenty-four, this young “Lily of the 
Mohawks” drew countless converts to Christ by the 
fragrance of her goodness. Through us, does “the 
aroma of Christ” (2 Corinthians 2:15), attract others 
to the beauty of his gospel? 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



H ere in the middle of summer, many people grow 
vegetable and flower gardens, or appreciate the 
work of others by buying produce from roadside 

stands and farmer’s markets. All our readings today 
embrace one of God’s smallest but most common 
miracles as a metaphor: the seed and its cycle, and all that 
it stands for. Isaiah reminds us that just as God waters the 
earth and cares for it so that seeds may grow, so the Word 
of God will come and not return to God until it has borne 
fruit. Psalm 65 describes the cycle of growth and 
personifies fields that “shout for joy.” Romans has 
“creation groaning in labor pains” as it waits for its seed 
to come to fruition, redemption of the body. Similarly, 
Jesus teaches the crowds by using the parable of the 
sower and the seed. 
 

Growth Requires Patience 

Every child in school has experienced the excitement of 
growing a simple bean seed planted in a paper cup or 
watched a time lapse video of the growth process. We 
watch this miracle sprout in a matter of days, and marvel 
at the whole process. A seed must be planted and die to 
itself in order to create a new life. Then it must be 
fertilized and watered and cared for. But most 
importantly, one must be patient and wait. Seeds take a 
certain amount of time to develop and may require being 
dormant for a while. Similarly, a human baby takes nine 
months to grow from the time the seed is fertilized. 
But no matter what we do, and how well we do it, not all 

Treasures From Our Tradition  
Charlemagne, crowned Holy Roman Emperor on Christmas Day, 800, had a major interest in shaping the 
worship life of the church, and began a long period of reform and regulation. We owe many confirmation 
policies and practices to his rule. A baptized person was required to be confirmed as soon as the bishop’s 
presence made it possible. Priests were expected to do their best in seeing to it that a newly-baptized child 
received the Eucharist. One twelfth-century ritual insists that if the child is not yet capable of eating or 
drinking, then the priest might give him or her some of the Precious Blood on a leaf or a finger. 
Despite the best efforts of the Empire to hold liturgical life together, the rules were not always lived out with 
great beauty. St. Richard of Chichester of thirteenth-century England, for example, was canonized for his holy 
life as a bishop. One of the remarkable signs of his sanctity was his willingness to climb down from his horse 
to confirm “merely baptized” layfolk who crossed his path! This praiseworthy practice points a finger of 
blame at less zealous bishops, whose casual attitudes revealed a sacrament in need of rescue. 
        —Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

seeds will yield fruit. Sometimes the conditions are just 
not right to allow it. Not all pregnancies go full term. 
Farmers know the pain of a drought year, or storms that 
ruin a crop before it can be harvested. Diseases and blight 
and other things can take hold. 
 

Some Will Be Lost 

Growing up in the Western states, beautiful fields of 
wheat and beans were a common sight for me, but I did 
not fully understand this parable until going to the Holy 
Land and seeing the rocky ground that Jesus spoke of. 
This was an “aha” moment, as I witnessed what a miracle 
it was when something had the strength and tenacity to 
grow among the crags despite the arid conditions. What a 
sign of faith and trust and hope even to plant crops there, 
knowing that some would be lost! It would seem easier to 
write them all off, or even less work not to plant them at 
all. 
Jesus could do that to us, but he has not. He has faith and 
trust that a number of the seeds planted in us will bear 
great fruit. They will not wither and fade away, but will 
produce fruit, a hundred-, or sixty- or thirty-fold. And his 
faith in us gives us hope. 
 
Today’s Readings: Is 55:10–11; Ps 65:10, 11, 12–13, 14; 
Rom 8:18–23; Mt 13:1–23 [1–9] 
 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

Fifteenth Sunday 
In Ordinary Time 

July 12, 2020 
You have crowned the year with your bounty,  
and your paths overflow with a rich harvest. 

 
              —Psalm 65:12 



Sunday Readings 
July 12, 2020 
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Reading 1 
Is 55:10–11 
Thus says the LORD: 
Just as from the heavens 
the rain and snow come down 
and do not return there 
till they have watered the earth, 
making it fertile and fruitful, 
giving seed to the one who sows 
and bread to the one who eats, 
so shall my word be 
that goes forth from my mouth; 
my word shall not return to me void, 
but shall do my will, 
achieving the end for which I sent it. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 65:10, 11, 12–13, 14 
R. (Lk 8:8) The seed that falls on good ground will yield a 
fruitful harvest. 
You have visited the land and watered it; 
greatly have you enriched it. 
God’s watercourses are filled; 
you have prepared the grain. 
R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful 
harvest. 
Thus have you prepared the land: drenching its furrows, 
breaking up its clods, 
Softening it with showers, 
blessing its yield. 
R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful 
harvest. 
You have crowned the year with your bounty, 
and your paths overflow with a rich harvest; 
The untilled meadows overflow with it, 
and rejoicing clothes the hills. 
R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful 
harvest. 
The fields are garmented with flocks 
and the valleys blanketed with grain. 
They shout and sing for joy. 
R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful 
harvest. 
 

Reading 2 
Rom 8:18–23 
Brothers and sisters: I consider that the sufferings of this 
present time are as nothing compared with the glory to be 
revealed for us. For creation awaits with eager expectation the 
revelation of the children of God; for creation was made subject 
to futility, not of its own accord but because of the one who 
subjected it, in hope that creation itself would be set free from 
slavery to corruption and share in the glorious freedom of the 
children of God. We know that all creation is groaning in labor 
pains even until now; and not only that, but we ourselves, who 
have the first fruits of the Spirit, we also groan within ourselves 
as we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 
 

Gospel 
Mt 13:1–23 or Mt 13:1–9 
In the shorter form of the reading, the passages in brackets are 
omitted. 
On that day, Jesus went out of the house and sat down by the 
sea. Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a 
boat and sat down, and the whole crowd stood along the shore. 
And he spoke to them at length in parables, saying: “A sower 
went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, 
and birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky ground, where 
it had little soil. It sprang up at once because the soil was not 
deep, and when the sun rose it was scorched, and it withered for 
lack of roots. Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew 
up and choked it. But some seed fell on rich soil, and produced 
fruit, a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold. Whoever has ears ought 
to hear.” 
[ The disciples approached him and said, “Why do you speak to 
them in parables?” He said to them in reply, “Because 
knowledge of the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven has been 
granted to you, but to them it has not been granted. To anyone 
who has, more will be given and he will grow rich; from 
anyone who has not, even what he has will be taken away. This 
is why I speak to them in parables, because 
they look but do not see and hear but do not listen or 
understand. 
Isaiah’s prophecy is fulfilled in them, which says: 
You shall indeed hear but not understand, 
you shall indeed look but never see. 
Gross is the heart of this people, 
they will hardly hear with their ears, 
they have closed their eyes, 
lest they see with their eyes 
and hear with their ears 
and understand with their hearts and be converted, 
and I heal them. 
“But blessed are your eyes, because they see, and your ears, 
because they hear. Amen, I say to you, many prophets and right
-eous people longed to see what you see but did not see it, and 
to hear what you hear but did not hear it. 
“Hear then the parable of the sower. The seed sown on the path 
is the one who hears the word of the kingdom without 
understanding it, and the evil one comes and steals away what 
was sown in his heart. The seed sown on rocky ground is the 
one who hears the word and receives it at once with joy. But he 
has no root and lasts only for a time. When some tribulation or 
persecution comes because of the word, he immediately falls 
away. The seed sown among thorns is the one who hears the 
word, but then worldly anxiety and the lure of riches choke the 
word and it bears no fruit. But the seed sown on rich soil is the 
one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears 
fruit and yields a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold.” ] 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the 
United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 
1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. 
Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may 
be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the 
copyright owner. The English translation of the Psalm Responses from 
Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on 
English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved  



 
As people of God’s holy word, let us pray for all who are in need. 

 
 

For openness in the Church to God’s  
generous and life-giving word,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For an end to hunger throughout the world  
through a generous sharing of the planting and  

harvesting from every nation,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For those who suffer in the heat, for those who  
endure storms, fires, and floods, and for all who  

respond to their needs with generous hearts,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For migrant workers and for immigrants as they  

strive for a better life for themselves and  
for their families,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For the health and safety of all in our communities  
as we continue to reopen in the wake  

of the pandemic,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For all those who are sick, for all who suffer from  

COVID-19, and for all who have died,  
especially N., N., and N.,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts;  

for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Gracious and generous God, 
your word of salvation has been spread 

over the whole world. 
Help it to bear fruit in our lives, 
and hear all these our prayers 

through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
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Graver’s Tree
Care

Removals • Pruning
Tree Maintenance

Bruce Graver Wethersfield
Licensed Tree Surgeon 563-6581

FARLEY - 
SULLIVAN

FUNERAL HOME
34 Beaver Rd.,
Wethersfield

563-9999
50 Naubuc Ave.,
Glastonbury, CT

633-2521

Giuliano-Sagarino

BROOKLAWN
FUNERAL HOME

Luke DiMaria
511 Brook Street • Rocky Hill           721-0087

Nationally Recognized
for Excellence

D’ESOPO
FUNERAL CHAPEL

Wethersfield
East Hartford

563-6117

www.sciwindows.com

                                                     

                                                 Email: steve@sciwindows.com
860-568-2063                 Fax: 860-568-5419

FULLY INSURED
(LIC. # 555050)

Replacement Windows • Roofing
Retractable Awnings  • Vinyl Siding

MULL BROS. OIL
HEATING & COOLING

529-8255

CONSISTENTLY
VOTED

Special Events • Holiday Parties

588 Franklin Avenue ~ Hartford, CT
860.296.9646 ~ www.CarbonesCT.com

BEST
ITALIAN
FOOD

IN HARTFORD

Family Owned and Operated 
Serving the Greater Hartford Area

Site Work • Trucking • Excavating
Drainage • Hydroseeding

8 6 0 - 6 6 6 - 1 5 0 3 

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

For Information ... Call

800.524.0263

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month

• No Long-Term

Contract

• Price Guarantee

• Easy Self

Installation

Call Today!
Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?
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Rose Hill Funeral Home
&

Rose Hill Memorial Park
Providing compassionate and

caring service.
We welcome you to visit our

newly remodeled facility
pre-need planning available

580 Elm Street
Rocky Hill, CT 06067

(860) 529-3381

Dillon-Baxter Funeral Home
1276 Berlin Turnpike

Wethersfield
Since 1880 • 956-1149

KENNY, BRIMMER & MAHONEY, LLC
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

RICHARD C. MAHONEY, SHANNON K. MCCARTHY 
TERESA CAPALBO, SEAN P. CLARK,

JOSEPH A. HOURIHAN, WILLIAM S. SHAPIRO, VALDIS VINKELS
78 Beaver Rd., Ste. 2G, Wethersfield         (860) 527-4226

www.kennybrimmer.com
Andrea Autorino, D.V.M.
Katherine Lavery, D.V.M.

Taryn Pina, D.V.M.
529-0668

www.doubleavet.com106 Nott St., Wethersfield

M.A.O. ELECTRIC
Residential • Commercial

Michael A. Orsini

721-9009
Licensed & Insured          CT#183694

LEO’S PIZZA
Est. 1975

Wethersfield’s Oldest Pizzeria
10% DISCOUNT W/AD

(860) 563-8144 689 Woolcott Hill Rd.
WETHERSFIELD
MONUMENT CO.

526 Silas Deane Hwy. 
Wethersfield, CT 06109

(860) 372-4020

A Place 
Where 
Quality

& Service 
Matter

Specializing in

Fine Italian American Foods
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1932

675 Wolcott Hill Road, Wethersfield • (860) 785-8998
www.DandDMarket.com

        Atty. Nancy W. Tonucci
Brown Paindiris & Scott, LLP

Elder Law, Wills, Estates
750 Old Main Street

Rocky Hill, CT 06067
(860) 571-8988

ntonucci@bpslawyers.com

Attorney Dennis P. McMahon
• Accidents/Personal Injury      • Wills/Living Wills

• Probate                                         • Real Estate Closings

• Motor Vehicle Defense            • Social Security Disability

1845 Silas Deane Highway Rocky Hill, CT

128 East Center Street, Manchester, CT

Visa & Mastercard Accepted 

  860.529.0777

CESAR’S 
FOREIGN CAR

Check Engine Light Experts | European & Asian Specialist
910 Wethersfield Ave - Near Silas Dean Highway
860.727.9512 • www.cesarsforeigncar.com

The 
Clear 

Choice

License #: HCA 0001048

Polish Caregivers Offering Home Care for Seniors
Anna Wilbik | 860-560-6116

www.nutmeghomeassistance.com

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Your
ad

could
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