


Readings for the Week 
Monday:   Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34:2-9; 
  2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18; Mt 16:13-19 
 

Tuesday:   Am 3:1-8; 4:11-12; Ps 5:4b-8;  
  Mt 8:23-27 
 

Wednesday:  Am 5:14-15, 21-24; Ps 50:7-13, 16bc-17; 
  Mt 8:28-34 
 

Thursday:   Am 7:10-17; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 9:1-8 
 

Friday:   Eph 2:19-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 20:24-29 
 
Saturday:   Am 9:11-15; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14;  
  Mt 9:14-17 or, for Independence Day,  
  any readings from the Mass “For the  
  Country,”nos. 882- 886, or “For  
  Peace and Justice,”  
  nos. 887-891 
 

Sunday:   Zec 9:9-10; Ps 145:1-2, 8-11, 13-14; 
  Rom 8:9, 11-13; Mt 11:25-30 

Christian Hospitality 

Day in and day out, we are required to make judgment 
calls informed by tough, durable, serviceable Christian 
love. We do what we can do, and God takes notice. God 
is in charge of rewards, and a glass of water will do when 
that is what we have to offer with a glad and open heart. 
Paul gives us a clear theology for the missionary work we 
do whenever anybody is close at hand. He reminds us that 
our work, our ministry, is carried on in concert with 
Christ. We have been baptized into his death and life. In 
any given moment both life and death are there, a kind of 
play of shadow and light. Sometimes it’s difficult to tell 
where shadow leaves off and light begins. God will take 
care of that, too. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Today’s Readings  
First Reading — Elisha promises a baby son to the 
hospitable woman (2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16a). 
Psalm — For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord 
(Psalm 89). 
Second Reading — We shall live in newness of life as 
Christ was raised from the dead (Romans 6:3-4, 8-11). 
Gospel — Whoever gives but a cup of cold water to 
another will surely be rewarded (Matthew 10:37-42). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for 
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the 
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Saints and Special Observances 

Sunday:  Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday:  Ss. Peter and Paul, Apostles 
Tuesday:  The First Martyrs of the Holy Roman 
  Church 
Wednesday:  St. Junípero Serra; Canada Day 
Friday:  St. Thomas; First Friday 
Saturday:  Independence Day; First Saturday; 
  Blessed Virgin Mary 

Saint Junípero Serra (1713-1784) 
July 1 
No one who has stood before the quiet majesty of Mission 
San Juan Capistrano, or the altogether different but no 
less lovely Mission Dolores in San Francisco, or any of 
the missions from San Diego to Sonoma can fail to bless 
the Franciscan padre who, while not founder of each, was 
inspiration for them all, Saint Junípero Serra. Abandoning 
the comfortable academic life to which his doctorate in 
theology entitled him, Serra journeyed to the New World 
where his tireless traveling, dramatic preaching, and 
penitential austerity converted thousands of native 
peoples. Saving souls and celebrating the sacraments were 
Padre Serra’s primary mission but not his only one. 
Education in letters and crafts, trades and agriculture 
transformed the people, while roads and irrigation 
systems transfigured the landscape. His more than thirty 
years of ministry were not free from conflict with 
authorities or without controversy in the retrospectively 
critical eye of history. But when John Paul II beatified 
him in 1988, he praised Padre Serra for assisting his 
converts to use their new faith to advance their true 
human development. 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Freedom 
Those who deny freedom to others deserve it not for 
themselves and under a just God cannot long retain it. 
      —Abraham Lincoln 



O ur readings today could be seen as a simple 
recipe for right living. In the Hebrew Bible, 
hospitality is regarded as one of the highest 

virtues. Conditions were harsh, and when people received 
guests or strangers, they washed their feet, provided a 
meal, and offered shelter if they could. In Second Kings, a 
woman’s generosity is rewarded with the prospect of a 
child. In Romans we are called to recognize our baptism 
in Christ. We are called to be “dead to sin, and living in 
Christ Jesus.” In the Gospel passage from Saint Luke, 
Jesus bids us to take up our cross, and to receive others as 
if we were receiving Christ. Put them together, and all of 
them are a call to see the holy, to see God in others, and 
to live our lives in Christ. 
 

The Message Seems Harsh 

On first reading, our Gospel seems very harsh. The idea 
of taking up our cross can be fearful or have negative 
connotations, as if it were something only a few can do. It 
is also confusing. Scripture tells us to honor our father 
and mother, and yet here are told we must love Jesus 
more than our parents or children, or we are not worthy. 
The message that Jesus intends to convey, however, is not 
to give up these people, but rather to choose Christ first. 
Sometimes this means being countercultural. For a 
family, how do we make choices to keep Christ in the 
picture? It could mean that when you make plans to take 
the family to that water park for the weekend, you should 
also locate the local church so you can attend Mass. Or 

Treasures From Our Tradition  
Confirmation is complicated, at least in its history. It arose in response to real problems deeply felt, not the least of 
which was the desire of the bishop to minister to all who were baptized. But it also has to do with the early crisis of how 
to deal with persons baptized by congregations that had broken bonds with the greater church: heretics. People reasoned 
that no matter how wrong-headed the minister might be, Christ would always work in the waters of baptism. No matter 
what, God would sweep aside all human obstacles to claim the new life in the water. They were not so sure about the 
ability of someone who had broken with the church to confer the Spirit. 
By the fifth century, already-baptized persons coming into the church were anointed with chrism but not rebaptized. 
This anointing with myron or chrism was seen as an act of reconciliation by the church, and a seal upon the 
commitments vowed by the newcomer. Today, we preserve this ancient practice by never “rebaptizing” Christians who 
have been baptized in water in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We affirm the candidates’ baptismal 
dignity, and we celebrate confirmation at their first reception of the Eucharist. 
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

maybe it means not placing your child on the soccer team 
with 10 a.m. Sunday games, or rescheduling another part 
of your life to keep Christ foremost. Perhaps it is 
something as simple as locking yourself in the bathroom 
for five minutes so that you have time to pray. Maybe it 
means listening to an audiobook of scriptures on your 
commute to work. All we do is for naught if we do not 
include Christ. 
 

There Are Many “Cups Of Water” 

Don’t get caught up in taking this scripture literally. Yes, 
you may give someone a glass of water, invite the staff of 
your parish for a meal, hand an apple or a dollar bill to a 
homeless person, or take a shift in a shelter. But 
sometimes, what is being asked for is simply a kind word 
or a helping hand. Seeing an elderly person having 
trouble and helping them through the crosswalk, calming 
someone’s toddler in the grocery store while they pay 
their bill. Offer a smile, a compliment, or a word of 
encouragement. Say hello to a stranger. We do not know 
who is parched with loneliness or feeling overwhelmed. 
Look for the Christ in others and respond with simple 
kindness and hospitality. 
 
Today’s Readings: 2 Kgs 4:8–11, 14–16a; Ps 89:2–3, 16–
17, 18–19; Rom 6:3–4, 8–11; Mt 10:37–42 
 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 



Sunday Readings 
June 28, 2020 
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Reading 1 
2 Kgs 4:8–11, 14–16a 
One day Elisha came to Shunem, where there was a 
woman of influence, who urged him to dine with her. 
Afterward, whenever he passed by, he used to stop 
there to dine. So she said to her husband, “I know 
that Elisha is a holy man of God. Since he visits us 
often, let us arrange a little room on the roof and 
furnish it for him with a bed, table, chair, and lamp, 
so that when he comes to us he can stay there.” 
Sometime later Elisha arrived and stayed in the room 
overnight. 
Later Elisha asked, “Can something be done for 
her?” His servant Gehazi answered, “Yes! She has 
no son, and her husband is getting on in years.” 
Elisha said, “Call her.” When the woman had been 
called and stood at the door, Elisha promised, “This 
time next year you will be fondling a baby son.” 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 82:2–3, 16–17, 18–19 
R. (2a) For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
The promises of the LORD I will sing forever, 
through all generations my mouth shall proclaim 
your faithfulness. 
For you have said, “My kindness is established 
forever;” 
in heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness. 
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
Blessed the people who know the joyful shout; 
in the light of your countenance, O LORD, they 
walk. 
At your name they rejoice all the day, 
and through your justice they are exalted. 
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
You are the splendor of their strength, 
and by your favor our horn is exalted. 
For to the LORD belongs our shield, 
and the Holy One of Israel, our king. 
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
 
Reading 2 
Rom 6:3–4, 8–11 
Brothers and sisters: Are you unaware that we who 
were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
his death? We were indeed buried with him through 

baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 
might live in newness of life. 
If, then, we have died with Christ, we believe that we 
shall also live with him. We know that Christ, raised 
from the dead, dies no more; death no longer has 
power over him. As to his death, he died to sin once 
and for all; as to his life, he lives for God. 
Consequently, you too must think of yourselves as 
dead to sin and living for God in Christ Jesus. 
 
Gospel 
Mt 10:37–42 
Jesus said to his apostles: “Whoever loves father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of me, and 
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not 
worthy of me; and whoever does not take up his 
cross 
and follow after me is not worthy of me. Whoever 
finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life 
for my sake will find it. 
“Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever 
receives me receives the one who sent me. Whoever 
receives a prophet because he is a prophet will 
receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever receives a 
righteous man because he is a righteous man will 
receive a righteous man’s reward. And whoever 
gives only a cup of cold water to one of these little 
ones to drink because the little one is a disciple—
amen, I say to you, he will surely not lose his 
reward.” 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses 
of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 
1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, 
Inc., Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights 
reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any 
means without permission in writing from the copyright owner. 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from 
Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights 
reserved.  



 
Let us come before our God with our prayers and  
petitions, for God will surely hear and answer us. 

 
For Pope Francis, as he leads our Church to 

 focus ever more on Christ in our service to those  
On the peripheries of our world,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For our national leaders, that they might recall  
and govern by the principles upon which our  

nation was founded two hundred forty-four years ago,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For freedom from violence on our streets,  

in our public gathering places,  
and in our homes,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For scientists and researchers as they work  
to discover treatments and vaccines  

for this coronavirus,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For respect and welcome for the immigrants,  

refugees, and strangers among us and at  
our borders, particularly during this pandemic,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For all those who are sick, for all who suffer from  
COVID-19, and for all who have died,  

especially N., N., and N.,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence  

of our hearts; for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, 
 let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

Gracious God, 
you have given us abundant life. 

Help us to respond with lives of gratitude 
and humble service, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Graver’s Tree
Care

Removals • Pruning
Tree Maintenance

Bruce Graver Wethersfield
Licensed Tree Surgeon 563-6581

FARLEY - 
SULLIVAN

FUNERAL HOME
34 Beaver Rd.,
Wethersfield

563-9999
50 Naubuc Ave.,
Glastonbury, CT

633-2521

Giuliano-Sagarino

BROOKLAWN
FUNERAL HOME

Luke DiMaria
511 Brook Street • Rocky Hill           721-0087

Nationally Recognized
for Excellence

D’ESOPO
FUNERAL CHAPEL

Wethersfield
East Hartford

563-6117

www.sciwindows.com

                                                     

                                                 Email: steve@sciwindows.com
860-568-2063                 Fax: 860-568-5419

FULLY INSURED
(LIC. # 555050)

Replacement Windows • Roofing
Retractable Awnings  • Vinyl Siding

MULL BROS. OIL
HEATING & COOLING

529-8255

CONSISTENTLY
VOTED

Special Events • Holiday Parties

588 Franklin Avenue ~ Hartford, CT
860.296.9646 ~ www.CarbonesCT.com

BEST
ITALIAN
FOOD

IN HARTFORD

Family Owned and Operated 
Serving the Greater Hartford Area

Site Work • Trucking • Excavating
Drainage • Hydroseeding

8 6 0 - 6 6 6 - 1 5 0 3 

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

For Information ... Call

800.524.0263

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month

• No Long-Term

Contract

• Price Guarantee

• Easy Self

Installation

Call Today!
Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?
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Rose Hill Funeral Home
&

Rose Hill Memorial Park
Providing compassionate and

caring service.
We welcome you to visit our

newly remodeled facility
pre-need planning available

580 Elm Street
Rocky Hill, CT 06067

(860) 529-3381

Dillon-Baxter Funeral Home
1276 Berlin Turnpike

Wethersfield
Since 1880 • 956-1149

KENNY, BRIMMER & MAHONEY, LLC
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

RICHARD C. MAHONEY, SHANNON K. MCCARTHY 
TERESA CAPALBO, SEAN P. CLARK,

JOSEPH A. HOURIHAN, WILLIAM S. SHAPIRO, VALDIS VINKELS
78 Beaver Rd., Ste. 2G, Wethersfield         (860) 527-4226

www.kennybrimmer.com
Andrea Autorino, D.V.M.
Katherine Lavery, D.V.M.

Taryn Pina, D.V.M.
529-0668

www.doubleavet.com106 Nott St., Wethersfield

M.A.O. ELECTRIC
Residential • Commercial

Michael A. Orsini

721-9009
Licensed & Insured          CT#183694

LEO’S PIZZA
Est. 1975

Wethersfield’s Oldest Pizzeria
10% DISCOUNT W/AD

(860) 563-8144 689 Woolcott Hill Rd.
WETHERSFIELD
MONUMENT CO.

526 Silas Deane Hwy. 
Wethersfield, CT 06109

(860) 372-4020

A Place 
Where 
Quality

& Service 
Matter

Specializing in

Fine Italian American Foods
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1932

675 Wolcott Hill Road, Wethersfield • (860) 785-8998
www.DandDMarket.com

        Atty. Nancy W. Tonucci
Brown Paindiris & Scott, LLP

Elder Law, Wills, Estates
750 Old Main Street

Rocky Hill, CT 06067
(860) 571-8988

ntonucci@bpslawyers.com

Attorney Dennis P. McMahon
• Accidents/Personal Injury      • Wills/Living Wills

• Probate                                         • Real Estate Closings

• Motor Vehicle Defense            • Social Security Disability

1845 Silas Deane Highway Rocky Hill, CT

128 East Center Street, Manchester, CT

Visa & Mastercard Accepted 

  860.529.0777

CESAR’S 
FOREIGN CAR

Check Engine Light Experts | European & Asian Specialist
910 Wethersfield Ave - Near Silas Dean Highway
860.727.9512 • www.cesarsforeigncar.com

The 
Clear 

Choice

License #: HCA 0001048

Polish Caregivers Offering Home Care for Seniors
Anna Wilbik | 860-560-6116

www.nutmeghomeassistance.com

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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