
June 21, 2020 
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 



Readings for the Week 
 

Monday:  2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18; Ps 60:3-5,  
 12-13; Mt 7:1-5 
 

Tuesday:  2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36; 
 Ps 48:2-4, 10-11; Mt 7:6, 12-14 
 

Wednesday:  Vigil: Jer 1:4-10; Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17; 
 1 Pt 1:8-12; Lk 1:5-17 
 Day: Is 49:1-6; Ps 139:1-3, 13-15; 
 Acts 13:22-26; Lk 1:57-66, 80 
 

Thursday:  2 Kgs 24:8-17; Ps 79:1b-5, 8-9;  
 Mt 7:21-29 
 

Friday:  2 Kgs 25:1-12; Ps 137:1-6; Mt 8:1-4 
 

Saturday:  Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19; Ps 74:1b-7,  
 20-21; Mt 8:5-17 
 

Sunday:  2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a; Ps 89:2-3, 16-19; 
 Rom 6:3-4, 8-11; Mt 10:37-42 

Enthusiasm And Grammar 

There is a good reason that the writings of St. Paul don’t 
show up as examples in grammar textbooks. Today’s 
reading is a case in point. It begins with one of those long 
Pauline run on sentences that leave lectors gasping for 
breath. So what? Take a closer look at how Paul’s fervor 
for his subject matter derails the grammar. There is 
something admirable about being so caught up in his 
convictions that the words cannot come fast enough to 
express them, much less in an orderly fashion. Scripture 
scholars usually take this grammatical ineptness as a sign 
of a passage’s early importance in the Christian 
community, something they were so ardent about that 
their language never got refined. 
What leaves us in this condition? Re-telling the plot line 
of an action movie or the play-by-play of a sporting 
event? When was the last time any of us was so excited 
by our faith in Christ that we were left grasping for words, 
stumbling over our own errors in speech? It may be bad 
grammar, but it is an excellent way to inspire others with 
the message of Christ! 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Today’s Readings  
First Reading — The LORD has rescued the poor from 
the clutches of the wicked (Jeremiah 20:10-13). 
Psalm — Lord, in your great love, answer me 
(Psalm 69). 
Second Reading — The grace of God overflows for all 
(Romans 5:12-15). 
Gospel — All who acknowledge Jesus before others will 
likewise be acknowledged by Jesus before the Father 
(Matthew 10:26-33). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for 
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the 
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Saints and Special Observances 

Sunday:  Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time; 
  Father’s Day 
Monday:  St. Paulinus of Nola; 
  Ss. John Fisher and Thomas More 
Wednesday:  The Nativity of St. John the Baptist 
Saturday:  St. Cyril of Alexandria; 
  Blessed Virgin Mary 

Saint John Fisher (1469-1535)   

Saint Thomas More (1477-1535) 

June 22 
From Robert Bolt’s classic A Man for All Seasons to 
Showtime’s edgy The Tudors, Thomas More endears 
himself still: lawyer-statesman of impeccable integrity, 
remarried widower and affectionate father delighting in a 
lively household—four children, a pet monkey, even a 
paid jester! And challenges still: humanist-reformer, yet 
champion of Catholic faith and papal primacy. John Paul 
II named him Patron of Statesmen and Politicians, citing 
More’s generous work, both as a lawyer and in 
government service, on behalf of the poorest and most 
marginalized people of his time, as well as his promotion 
of education for all sectors of society. More’s decision for 
principle over politics, conscience over convenience 
prompted his final words: “I die the king’s good servant, 
but God’s first.” Alone among England’s bishops, John 
Fisher dared challenge Henry VIII’s divorce and 
repudiation of the papacy. When the Pope named the 
imprisoned Fisher a cardinal, Henry thundered: “Don’t 
bother sending Fisher’s red hat here; I’ll send Fisher’s 
head to Rome!” Whose “good servants” are we first? Isn’t 
a right conscience worth the pain of standing alone? 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

What We love 

We cannot help conforming ourselves to what we love. 
    —St. Francis de Sales  



T he psalmist cries out to God, “Lord, in your 
great love, answer me.” In each of our 

readings today, there is movement from darkness and 
despair to trusting in God as our source of salvation. 
Jeremiah sounds almost a madman as he describes 
the evil and vileness that surrounds him. In the midst 
of that terror, he professes his faith in God. 
Similarly, in Saint Paul’s letter to the Romans, we 
are reminded that one man, Jesus Christ, came into 
the world for the sake of many, to overcome the evil 
and sin that have been prevalent since Adam. In 
Mark, Jesus calls us from fear, sin, and darkness to 
live in the light. He reminds us that we are not alone 
and how very precious each of us is in the eyes of 
God. Indeed, God hears our cries! 
 
 

Do Not Be Afraid 

In our world today, it seems there are many things to 
make us fearful. We can become distraught over personal 
finances, relationships, poor choices our children are 
making, issues with jobs, the changing climate, the way 
our parish is being run, or a zillion other things. The 
problems may not be even be evil but may be simply life 
and all its challenges. But these struggles are real, and 
sometimes we seek unhealthy solutions. Many people 
suffer with issues of anxiety and depression, and fear 
leads others to addiction as a means of coping. In our 
Gospel today, God lovingly calls us beyond that darkness 
to light. 

Treasures From Our Tradition  
In the tradition of the Church, not necessarily in your own life’s timeline, confirmation is the midpoint of Christian 
initiation, standing between font and table. Full initiation is completed when a confirmed person shares in the Eucharist. 
Centuries ago, this first sharing in the Eucharistic assembly was marked by a first sharing in the Prayer of the Faithful. 
This prayer raises up the needs of the church and human community, the concerns of the faithful assembled, as they 
prepare to lift up the world to the Father’s love. So a person could not participate in the prayer until they were anointed 
with the “Oil of Thanksgiving.” Next, the newly baptized presented their gifts at the altar, a sure sign of their investment 
a new way of life. Until the sixth century, these people normally drank a mixture of milk and honey as a kind of 
pre-Communion. They were hungry, of course, since they were baptized hungry after long fasting, but this beautiful 
symbol of the promised land revealed them as God’s chosen, heirs to the promise. Although the “milk shake” 
disappeared centuries ago, we still see the vigor of this new life whenever adults are initiated at Easter, and increasingly 
in confirmation ceremonies that are attentive to this meaning. 
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

You Are Worth More Than Many 
Sparrows 

Sometimes we look for very complex answers when a 
simple promise or solution is right in front of us. As I am 
writing and looking out the window, I see half a dozen 
little birds sitting in a bush. Their presence is a reminder 
to me of God’s love and care for each and every one of 
us. If something that seems so insignificant or incidental 
is known by God, how much more are we loved and cared 
for! Take a moment, look at the world around you, 
breathe, take it in, and ask God for the help you in your 
need. Turn matters over and place your trust in a loving 
God. 
Remember, though, Jesus seldom heals without some sort 
of action on our part. When you have given your concern 
over to God, other concrete steps may be necessary. Is it 
time to schedule an appointment with a professional? 
Time to name an issue? Or time for the sacrament of 
reconciliation? Evil’s power comes from remaining in the 
darkness. When we no longer close ourselves off or suffer 
alone but share our concerns with someone, we can begin 
to grow and heal and move past them. It is seldom 
magical or instantaneous. It is a long arduous process. But 
we hold on to the simple reminder, “You are worth more 
than many sparrows!” 
 
Today’s Readings: Jer 20:10–13; Ps 69:8–10, 14, 17, 33–
35; Rom 5:12–15; Mt 10:26–33 
 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.  

Fatherhood 
When a father gives to his son, both laugh; when a 
son gives to his father, both cry. 
         —William Shakespeare 



Sunday Readings 
June 21, 2020 
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Reading 1 
Jer 20:10–13 
Jeremiah said: 
“I hear the whisperings of many: 
‘Terror on every side! 
Denounce! let us denounce him!’ 
All those who were my friends 
are on the watch for any misstep of mine. 
‘Perhaps he will be trapped; then we can prevail, 
and take our vengeance on him.’ 
But the LORD is with me, like a mighty champion: 
my persecutors will stumble, they will not triumph. 
In their failure they will be put to utter shame, 
to lasting, unforgettable confusion. 
O LORD of hosts, you who test the just, 
who probe mind and heart, 
let me witness the vengeance you take on them, 
for to you I have entrusted my cause. 
Sing to the LORD, 
praise the LORD, 
for he has rescued the life of the poor 
from the power of the wicked!” 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 69:8–10, 14, 17, 33–35 
R. (14c) Lord, in your great love, answer me. 
For your sake I bear insult, 
and shame covers my face. 
I have become an outcast to my brothers, 
a stranger to my children, 
Because zeal for your house consumes me, 
and the insults of those who blaspheme you fall upon 
me. 
R. Lord, in your great love, answer me. 
I pray to you, O LORD, 
for the time of your favor, O God! 
In your great kindness answer me 
with your constant help. 
Answer me, O LORD, for bounteous is your kindness; 
in your great mercy turn toward me. 
R. Lord, in your great love, answer me. 
“See, you lowly ones, and be glad; 
you who seek God, may your hearts revive! 
For the LORD hears the poor, 
and his own who are in bonds he spurns not. 
Let the heavens and the earth praise him, 
the seas and whatever moves in them!” 
R. Lord, in your great love, answer me. 
 

Reading 2 
Rom 5:12–15 
Brothers and sisters: Through one man sin entered the 
world, and through sin, death, and thus death came to 
all men, inasmuch as all sinned—for up to the time of 
the law, sin was in the world, though sin is not 
accounted when there is no law. But death reigned 
from Adam to Moses, even over those who did not sin 
after the pattern of the trespass of Adam, who is the 
type of the one who was to come. 
But the gift is not like the transgression. For if by the 
transgression of the one the many died, how much 
more did the grace of God and the gracious gift of the 
one man Jesus Christ overflow for the many. 
 
Gospel 
Mt 10:26–33 
Jesus said to the Twelve: “Fear no one. Nothing is 
concealed that will not be revealed, nor secret that will 
not be known. What I say to you in the darkness, speak 
in the light; what you hear whispered, proclaim on the 
housetops. And do not be afraid of those who kill the 
body but cannot kill the soul; rather, be afraid of the 
one who can destroy both soul and body in Gehenna. 
Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not 
one of them falls to the ground without your Father’s 
knowledge. Even all the hairs of your head are counted. 
So do not be afraid; you are worth more than many 
sparrows. Everyone who acknowledges me before 
others I will acknowledge before my heavenly Father. 
But whoever denies me before others, I will deny 
before my heavenly Father.” 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the 
Dioceses of the United States of America, second 
typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, 
DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. No 
portion of this text may be reproduced by any means 
without permission in writing from the copyright 
owner. The English translation of the Psalm Responses 
from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy 
Corporation. All rights reserved.  



 
Let us bring our prayers and petitions before our God  

who has rescued the life of the poor. 
 

That our Church will have the courage to witness to 
 Christ in every part of the world, no matter the obstacles,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For world leaders who value the lives of all the people  
whose lives have been entrusted to them, especially 

 the poorest and most vulnerable,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For our fathers, grandfathers, uncles, and all those  

who have been like fathers to us, those who are  
living and those who have passed on to eternal life,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For first responders and all who risk their health and  
lives in serving us, and for all those who serve  

the common good,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the safety of missionaries throughout the world  

as they work tirelessly to share the Good News  
among all God’s children,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For all those who are sick, for all who suffer  
from COVID-19, and for all who have died,  

especially N., N., and N.,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of  

our hearts; for all our intentions spoken  
and unspoken,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

O God, 
source of all our strength, 

grant us the grace and courage 
to be your faithful witnesses 

every day of our lives, 
through Christ our Lord. 

 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
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Graver’s Tree
Care

Removals • Pruning
Tree Maintenance

Bruce Graver Wethersfield
Licensed Tree Surgeon 563-6581

FARLEY - 
SULLIVAN

FUNERAL HOME
34 Beaver Rd.,
Wethersfield

563-9999
50 Naubuc Ave.,
Glastonbury, CT

633-2521

Giuliano-Sagarino

BROOKLAWN
FUNERAL HOME

Luke DiMaria
511 Brook Street • Rocky Hill           721-0087

Nationally Recognized
for Excellence

D’ESOPO
FUNERAL CHAPEL

Wethersfield
East Hartford

563-6117

www.sciwindows.com

                                                     

                                                 Email: steve@sciwindows.com
860-568-2063                 Fax: 860-568-5419

FULLY INSURED
(LIC. # 555050)

Replacement Windows • Roofing
Retractable Awnings  • Vinyl Siding

MULL BROS. OIL
HEATING & COOLING

529-8255

CONSISTENTLY
VOTED

Special Events • Holiday Parties

588 Franklin Avenue ~ Hartford, CT
860.296.9646 ~ www.CarbonesCT.com

BEST
ITALIAN
FOOD

IN HARTFORD

Family Owned and Operated 
Serving the Greater Hartford Area

Site Work • Trucking • Excavating
Drainage • Hydroseeding

8 6 0 - 6 6 6 - 1 5 0 3 

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

For Information ... Call

800.524.0263

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month

• No Long-Term

Contract

• Price Guarantee

• Easy Self

Installation

Call Today!
Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?
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Rose Hill Funeral Home
&

Rose Hill Memorial Park
Providing compassionate and

caring service.
We welcome you to visit our

newly remodeled facility
pre-need planning available

580 Elm Street
Rocky Hill, CT 06067

(860) 529-3381

Dillon-Baxter Funeral Home
1276 Berlin Turnpike

Wethersfield
Since 1880 • 956-1149

KENNY, BRIMMER & MAHONEY, LLC
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

RICHARD C. MAHONEY, SHANNON K. MCCARTHY 
TERESA CAPALBO, SEAN P. CLARK,

JOSEPH A. HOURIHAN, WILLIAM S. SHAPIRO, VALDIS VINKELS
78 Beaver Rd., Ste. 2G, Wethersfield         (860) 527-4226

www.kennybrimmer.com
Andrea Autorino, D.V.M.
Katherine Lavery, D.V.M.

Taryn Pina, D.V.M.
529-0668

www.doubleavet.com106 Nott St., Wethersfield

M.A.O. ELECTRIC
Residential • Commercial

Michael A. Orsini

721-9009
Licensed & Insured          CT#183694

LEO’S PIZZA
Est. 1975

Wethersfield’s Oldest Pizzeria
10% DISCOUNT W/AD

(860) 563-8144 689 Woolcott Hill Rd.
WETHERSFIELD
MONUMENT CO.

526 Silas Deane Hwy. 
Wethersfield, CT 06109

(860) 372-4020

A Place 
Where 
Quality

& Service 
Matter

Specializing in

Fine Italian American Foods
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1932

675 Wolcott Hill Road, Wethersfield • (860) 785-8998
www.DandDMarket.com

        Atty. Nancy W. Tonucci
Brown Paindiris & Scott, LLP

Elder Law, Wills, Estates
750 Old Main Street

Rocky Hill, CT 06067
(860) 571-8988

ntonucci@bpslawyers.com

Attorney Dennis P. McMahon
• Accidents/Personal Injury      • Wills/Living Wills

• Probate                                         • Real Estate Closings

• Motor Vehicle Defense            • Social Security Disability

1845 Silas Deane Highway Rocky Hill, CT

128 East Center Street, Manchester, CT

Visa & Mastercard Accepted 

  860.529.0777

CESAR’S 
FOREIGN CAR

Check Engine Light Experts | European & Asian Specialist
910 Wethersfield Ave - Near Silas Dean Highway
860.727.9512 • www.cesarsforeigncar.com

The 
Clear 

Choice

License #: HCA 0001048

Polish Caregivers Offering Home Care for Seniors
Anna Wilbik | 860-560-6116

www.nutmeghomeassistance.com

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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