


Readings for the Week 
 

Monday:  Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 [41c-62]; 
 Ps 23:1-6; Jn 8:1-11 
 

Tuesday:  Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-21;  
 Jn 8:21-30 
 

Wednesday:  Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52-56; 
 Jn 8:31-42 
 

Thursday:  Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-9: Jn 8:51-59 
 

Friday:  Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-7; Jn 10:31-42 
 

Saturday:  Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-13;  
 Jn 11:45-56 
 

Sunday:  Mt 21:1-11 (procession); 
 Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24; 
 Phil 2:6-11; Mt 26:14 — 27:66  
 [27:11-54]  

Saints and Special Observances 

 
Sunday:  Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

Wednesday:  April Fool’s Day 
 

Thursday:  St. Francis of Paola 
 

Friday:  First Friday; Abstinence 
 

Saturday:  St. Isidore; First Saturday  

Prayer for Health Care Workers  
God of everlasting goodness, 
you sent your Son among us 
to bring healing, peace, and reconciliation to our 
weary world. 
Be with all health care workers and their assistants 
in this time of the Coronavirus pandemic. 
 
As they continue Jesus’ ministry of care, 
renew them in mind, body, and spirit. 
Keep them safe from infection and illness, 
and may Christ’s healing presence flow through 
them 
as they serve those entrusted to their care. 
 
We ask this in his name, 
Christ the healer, 
who is Lord forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Create a Family Prayer Space at Home 

In the coming weeks, families will be spending more time together at home. One good use of this time would be to pray 
together on a regular basis. This prayer time together can be enhanced by creating a place in your home dedicated to 
prayer. 
Making a place for prayer in our home can help us do what the Gospel tells us, to go into an “inner room” to pray 
(Matthew 6:6). Make your prayer place as quiet, uncluttered, and “desert-like” as possible. It can be the corner of a 
room or any unused space. Furnish your prayer place with a Bible, prayer books, cross, rosary, icons, and a candle. En-
courage family members to use the prayer place for personal as well as family prayer. You can bless your place of pray-
er, saying: 
 Come, Holy God. Dwell in this place of prayer, 
 and bless it with your peace and presence. 
 Bless all who seek you here. 
 In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
If you are unable to go to Mass, one idea for prayer together is to find a resource with the prayers and reading for Sun-
day Mass and pray those together. Your parish may have something you can take home and use. You can find the find 
the readings online at www.usccb.org.                                                          Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.  



Today’s Readings  
 
First Reading — Thus says the 
Lord GOD: I will open your 
graves, have you rise from them, 
and settle you on your land. Then 
you shall know I am the LORD, O 
my people! (Ezekiel 37:12-14). 
 

Psalm — With the Lord there is 
mercy and fullness of redemption 
(Psalm 130). 
 

Second Reading — If Christ is in 
you, the spirit is alive even if the 
body is dead because of sin 
(Romans 8:8-11). 
 

Gospel — Lazarus, dead for four 
days, came out of his tomb when 
Jesus called his name 
(John 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b
-45]). 
 

The English translation of the Psalm 
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 
1969, 1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy 
Corporation. All rights reserved.  
 

_______________ 
 

Give Glory To God 

 
On the Fifth Sunday of Lent, just 
before we begin to enter Holy 
Week, we are summoned to 
Bethany. If we had been friends of 
Mary, Lazarus, and Martha, and 
found out that Lazarus was 
gravely ill, we probably would 
have dropped everything to be 
with them. This was what was so 
surprising about the behavior of 
Jesus. Although he was their close 
friend, he chose to stay away, that 
God’s glory would be manifested. 
This is a persistent theme in 
John’s Gospel. Right to the very 
end, Jesus’ works were meant to 
give glory to the Father. As our 
Lenten journey reaches a 
crescendo, let us be mindful that, 
as people who have “put on 
Christ” in baptism, we are also 
called, by our attitudes and 
actions, to give glory to God. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los Angeles, president of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, has issued the following regarding Coronavirus (COVID-19): 
 

With the worldwide outbreak of the coronavirus, we are confronted once more 
with the fragility of our lives, and again we are reminded of our common human-
ity — that the peoples of this world are our brothers and sisters, that we are all 
one family under God. 
 
God does not abandon us, he goes with us even now in this time of trial and test-
ing. In this moment, it is important for us to anchor our hearts in the hope that 
we have in Jesus Christ. Now is the time to intensify our prayers and sacrifices 
for the love of God and the love of our neighbor. Let us draw closer to one an-
other in our love for him, and rediscover the things that truly matter in our lives. 
 
United with our Holy Father Pope Francis, let us pray in solidarity for our broth-
ers and sisters here and around the world who are sick. Let us pray for those who 
have lost loved ones to this virus. May God console them and grant them peace. 
 
We pray also for doctors, nurses, and caregivers, for public health officials and 
all civic leaders. May God grant them courage and prudence as they seek to re-
spond to this emergency with compassion and in service to the common good. 
 
In this time of need, I invite all the faithful to seek together the maternal interces-
sion of Our Lady of Guadalupe, and I share this prayer with you: 
 
 

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, 
Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas. 
We fly to you today as your beloved children. 
We ask you to intercede for us with your Son, 
as you did at the wedding in Cana. 
 
Pray for us, loving Mother, 
and gain for our nation and world, 
and for all our families and loved ones, 
the protection of your holy angels, 
that we may be spared the worst of this illness. 
 
For those already afflicted, 
we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance. 
Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful, 
wipe away their tears and help them to trust. 
 
In this time of trial and testing, 
teach all of us in the Church to love one another and to be patient and 
kind. 
Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and to our hearts. 
 
We come to you with confidence, 
knowing that you truly are our compassionate mother, 
health of the sick and cause of our joy. 
 
Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, 
keep us in the embrace of your arms, 
help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen.  



Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Greater Than You Expect 

 

Sometimes a prophet says more than he intended. Ezekiel in the first reading is talking about restoring Israel 

after the Babylonian exile. The Jews saw the Exile as punishment for their sins, especially the sin of relying 

on false gods or political leaders for their safety. God demonstrates forgiveness by bringing them back to Isra-

el; God also shows them divine power and glory so that they return to the Lord for their protection. 

Ezekiel uses the image of the dead rising from their graves (37:12). Jesus came to show us God in a new way 

and to fulfill the promises of all previous prophecies. Notice how the first reading repeats two phrases: "open 

your graves" and "know that I am the LORD." Jesus demonstrates that God's promise is much greater than 

anything Ezekiel expected. 

First, the Gospel. When Jesus went to the tomb of Lazarus, he apparently waited till his friend had died. He 

knew that he was going to raise Lazarus from death to help his disciples believe. So why was he "perturbed 

and deeply troubled"? It could be that he was disappointed that his friends did not seem to believe that he 

could raise Lazarus. Notice Jesus became perturbed again when some of the crowd question Jesus' ability to 

do so (John 11:37-38). Like Ezekiel, the people of Jesus' time did not expect him literally to raise the dead. 

But God used the prophet's message to prepare for Jesus' message that not only would he rise from the dead, 

but we will also. And like the friends and relatives of Lazarus, we too may find it hard to believe, or at least 

question how it could be possible. Fortunately, Jesus helps with that, too. 

Look at the second reading to the Romans. Because we have God's Spirit living in us, we who are sinners can 

be raised to new life by that Spirit. When our sins are forgiven, we begin to live a new life by loving the peo-

ple we hurt by our sins, forgiving people who have hurt us, being more concerned for the poor than for our 

own comfort. We are freed from worrying about the future, from holding onto grudges, and perhaps even 

from the fear of death itself--all because we have experienced the new life of God's Spirit and, as Ezekiel 

says, know that God is the LORD.                                          
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Graver’s Tree
Care

Removals • Pruning
Tree Maintenance

Bruce Graver Wethersfield
Licensed Tree Surgeon 563-6581

FARLEY - 
SULLIVAN

FUNERAL HOME
34 Beaver Rd.,
Wethersfield

563-9999
50 Naubuc Ave.,
Glastonbury, CT

633-2521

Giuliano-Sagarino

BROOKLAWN
FUNERAL HOME

Luke DiMaria
511 Brook Street • Rocky Hill           721-0087

Nationally Recognized
for Excellence

D’ESOPO
FUNERAL CHAPEL

Wethersfield
East Hartford

563-6117

www.sciwindows.com

                                                     

                                                 Email: steve@sciwindows.com
860-568-2063                 Fax: 860-568-5419

FULLY INSURED
(LIC. # 555050)

Replacement Windows • Roofing
Retractable Awnings  • Vinyl Siding

MULL BROS. OIL
HEATING & COOLING

529-8255

CONSISTENTLY
VOTED

Special Events • Holiday Parties

588 Franklin Avenue ~ Hartford, CT
860.296.9646 ~ www.CarbonesCT.com

BEST
ITALIAN
FOOD

IN HARTFORD

Family Owned and Operated 
Serving the Greater Hartford Area

Site Work • Trucking • Excavating
Drainage • Hydroseeding

8 6 0 - 6 6 6 - 1 5 0 3 

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

For Information ... Call

800.524.0263

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month

• No Long-Term

Contract

• Price Guarantee

• Easy Self

Installation

Call Today!
Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?
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Rose Hill Funeral Home
&

Rose Hill Memorial Park
Providing compassionate and

caring service.
We welcome you to visit our

newly remodeled facility
pre-need planning available

580 Elm Street
Rocky Hill, CT 06067

(860) 529-3381

Dillon-Baxter Funeral Home
1276 Berlin Turnpike

Wethersfield
Since 1880 • 956-1149

KENNY, BRIMMER & MAHONEY, LLC
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

RICHARD C. MAHONEY, SHANNON K. MCCARTHY 
TERESA CAPALBO, SEAN P. CLARK,

JOSEPH A. HOURIHAN, WILLIAM S. SHAPIRO, VALDIS VINKELS
78 Beaver Rd., Ste. 2G, Wethersfield         (860) 527-4226

www.kennybrimmer.com
Andrea Autorino, D.V.M.
Katherine Lavery, D.V.M.

Taryn Pina, D.V.M.
529-0668

www.doubleavet.com106 Nott St., Wethersfield

M.A.O. ELECTRIC
Residential • Commercial

Michael A. Orsini

721-9009
Licensed & Insured          CT#183694

LEO’S PIZZA
Est. 1975

Wethersfield’s Oldest Pizzeria
10% DISCOUNT W/AD

(860) 563-8144 689 Woolcott Hill Rd.
WETHERSFIELD
MONUMENT CO.

526 Silas Deane Hwy. 
Wethersfield, CT 06109

(860) 372-4020

A Place 
Where 
Quality

& Service 
Matter

Specializing in

Fine Italian American Foods
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1932

675 Wolcott Hill Road, Wethersfield • (860) 785-8998
www.DandDMarket.com

        Atty. Nancy W. Tonucci
Brown Paindiris & Scott, LLP

Elder Law, Wills, Estates
750 Old Main Street

Rocky Hill, CT 06067
(860) 571-8988

ntonucci@bpslawyers.com

Attorney Dennis P. McMahon
• Accidents/Personal Injury      • Wills/Living Wills

• Probate                                         • Real Estate Closings

• Motor Vehicle Defense            • Social Security Disability

1845 Silas Deane Highway Rocky Hill, CT

128 East Center Street, Manchester, CT

Visa & Mastercard Accepted 

  860.529.0777

CESAR’S 
FOREIGN CAR

Check Engine Light Experts | European & Asian Specialist
910 Wethersfield Ave - Near Silas Dean Highway
860.727.9512 • www.cesarsforeigncar.com

The 
Clear 

Choice

License #: HCA 0001048

Polish Caregivers Offering Home Care for Seniors
Anna Wilbik | 860-560-6116

www.nutmeghomeassistance.com

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Your
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could
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